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By H. G. Bissinger I
Staff Writer .+ .+ i
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‘e truth Was, flying comH¥etcial cduid be baring:work:..x: |
IREW LT} 1og angpilalssslartingintheidgys.~
." When the’DC-3, was the*biggest-thing going,\was-that, .
., you didn't ‘really get paid for all the times you flew:
without ‘a hitch,.but for the oneitime out of -a thousand when
everything went to hell and you'still brought the airplane in, ¥
That' was the test of skill; and the reason for all the other 3
paychecks, f ,cch.on piio e e

Afteril§ years oI piloting iof Trans"Wortd Alriines; 4d-yéar: "
old Hoot: Gibson didn'L find his werk particularly creative, Or '
daring. Or exhilarating. After spending 15,709 hours .of flight'.

time in the.confining cockpits of 727s,: DC-9s, and 747s as a

- {light engineer, co-pilot and captain, things were bound (o be- ,

come as familiar as-the boring drone of a jet engine. Do
Gibson’s excitement came when‘he left the lumbering com-

' mercjal birds:behind and-climbed alone into his own planes to

do ‘acrobatic stunts and punch in and, out of canyon crevices

. and clouds.«-¥ vy ] s

" not the skies.: + -~ :f -

* stuff of glamour, taking him out of.Los Angeles at 9:35 gaj*‘

That-kind of ‘airmanship was more in line with'his machismo
reputation, which, whether it was merited or not, had become
the subject of shop talk in TWA hangars and cockpits. 1 i iy

But - whatever tidbits’ circulated about Hoot Gibson’s life-
style, his commerecial flying abilities were difficult to fault. In’
the parlance of his peers, he carried a simple, tag: he was a e
*good-airman.” He:confined his colorful ways to the ground, ;;

. .‘ . 5:..- -.-.'.:". ; ‘ = ) {ﬂ'ﬁ
The-April 8 flight package he had drawn was hardly thef';{;ng'

a.m. on a hop-skip-and-jump tour to Phoenix, Wichita, 3

A

. Kansas City, Chicago and finally Columbus, Ohio. Once #§& -

. Kennedy Airport. ¢

‘ Kennedy as they changed equipment .— to f“

, and:prepared Ior LS
their final hop of the evening.:

. tle plant. The destination, considering *® '

~ line pilot could — just get the'plane up to cruise - Y{"t "_J '
=HECY

LI N
there, Gibson and the other two members of his crew, G
first officer Scott Kennedy. and flight engineer Gary ,}1*
Banks, bedded down for-the night'in a hotel. - - f-‘ v o
The crew, which' had never worked together_be-'fs. ‘;" ,_': o
fore, got about eight hours sleep. The next day — _.;',,a) '.-".-,!" ol |
April 4 — they left about 3 p.m. for New York’s gif - i-t-- = -
There was aboul;a two-hour”layover:at . {:.' Ty

Boeing 727-100 aircraft No. N840TW —

Y . T B
AN P AT (A
The plane was old, delivered to TWA' __'l* (2
in 1965 as part of the first baich.of 727s v :
coming out of Boeing's suburban Seat- : .

TWA's other roules, was not the kind of """ -
place a pilot would beg for — St.-Paul-" & '’
Minneapolis . International on TWA , ’i\ .
Flight 841. =~ . -uc v v e L
With all his experience, Hoot Gibson - . . g {8
probably could make the trip — a rela-” :- Y B8
tively short course over Lake Michigan and . .-
Green Bay — with his eyes closed. Any air- . ‘'~ %,¥ s J-.

allitude and set in the autopilot until il was time’

toland.. ., .. ' . - e R s
After 15,000 hours of flying, it cerlainly was not the *. |

Lest of skill thal would make a pilot find out just how much he !

o4

was really worth,
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April 4, 1979 .
6:55 p.m. -

Kennedy International Alrporl. e .l

. . a . a e ew o e w

} ! .
ust when l!. seemed as lf there were no ailernative except
lo stay in New York for- longer than he wanled {0, Bob
Reber found TWA Flight 841.- "
. The flight he hoped to get booked on—a Northwest 6 -
p.m. flight out of LaGuardia — was full. So Reber, 52, -

nd the Juck.

i ——r a4 R aa

there was better; A seat was available on thexr [llght. to ane- .
apolis, leaving at 6:55 p.m. LN Iy R R PRSI
Typically, the plane was late taking off and drd not leaye the:
JFK gate vntil 7:39'p.m., prompting pilol Hoot Gibson g come -
on the intercom’'and give the 82 passengers on board one or
those little speeches about being held up. L.- £
. Eventually, the plane took off at 8:25 p.m, Reber settled mto .
seal 22F, a window seat In the last row of seats.in.the smoking ;
section, pulled out ihe copy of the New York Times and snpped
a cocktail, ¥ - ey e [ T enE il
The manager of data processmg ‘for Powers departmenlr 2
stores in the Twin Cities, he stayed wlde awake throughout the /i
flight. Falling asleep on planes was a habit he had neVerac- A

_quired, Bu, he_thgught the trwummmduu,as,mm L]

;s '- . C e
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D ST O -q-Lg’*-“-J—b--lh-Lnﬂ-u- RSO A L SRR
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o ce e taa et
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‘|‘ , ‘.
Rt fhghts ‘always are. wnth the‘engmes hum-
: ft . mmg and the funny.smell of drsmfectant tr

Rl

> *Inthe’ aneapohs Tribune that mormng, his .-
_"horoscope by Jeane Dlxon had at least been top- 1
% ical for once:. LY. e k
= “Travelmg«appeals E:LQ not favored Try i
staymg close to homie { ncer, June 21-July 22) S
, But Reher dxdn t pay attentlon to junk like that.

' J.

4 APl 4, 1978 ;- o

;.1{[. n'f i l.r r ! "‘--,

8:45 pm,” % !vm [ PRI "-ﬂ;.,u I
§ -+ Nearing the’ﬂreatLakesr ‘,_f ICEPTRENCA P RS s
hd-;ﬁﬂﬁﬂfeet L S AT e LRI RS 'Un
flio o St e b e g ,’-,
Lo g st Offrcer Scott Kennedy, ‘who' had flown the °
'gj-', 727 {for. all but six months of‘his<13 years at ‘"
TWA, put the flaps up with effortless routine. _ e

On takeoff, the [laps were‘extended. to produce fe
llft 50 the the plane could get off the ground. ;% .. r
160 knots. Flaps up from 15 degrees to 5 degrees to.',',
i mcreasespeed il ah ; “1‘,.
5, 180 knots. Flaps up [rom‘s degrees to 2 degrees““ et
! ; 200 knots, Flaps tucked in all the way. }". .. 1 s WREARY ,u :
5. Flight 841,was cleared by airitraffic control to an altltude B
: of 5,000 feet. Then up to 8,000, 23,000, and finally 35,000 feet:'s
 at 8:45% R.m. The air was calm, witha: httle(turbulence o=
‘Msmooth-yith a llght chop"'; as the pllots re[erred to 1t. Noth-
'ing to get excited about.” ; ;.
¢ Five mmutes later, . the four fhght attendents on boar
{.wo men, two.women, ‘started’ serving:the meal — ~ hot.a,
-forgeltable food served on.plastic trays.. . . .-
: ‘Headwinds of 110 knots were bearing down. oncFlight 8411
as it.maintained 35,000 feet altitude. Gibson didn’t like that fr
..and figured the ‘best way to' beat the. wmds was to’go below
- them:~or above them. - i Tean] S O
‘ ,""’At 9:24, Gibson got on the'mike with the air traffit control .
-‘center’in Toronto and asked for cleara:.oe up to 39 000 feet" :
~ lo beat the winds. . it ;
i« ¥Ceptre TW841' M’e io try Flrgbt Level 390 ”.
1 }-‘Roger, TW841 climb to maintaln FL390. j’ .
*'"Out-afssfors oty FUIRRETEE IV b8 O RS
; At 9:38 p.m,; flight 841 reported that it. was at 39, 000 feel..
Yo TWA's 841 level Jmned.” . ., Rt Rt LU i
*‘“'841 roger.”' ' * R zn Pavtwody sy G T F
' The conditions at that alt:tude were-clear and smooth, It-f‘_
' was quiet, up there, nice .apd quiet;- the cockplt noise at a g
whxsper compared Lo other-altitudes.)’* « - :
' A’'moonlit trail of clouds’ slummered about 4,000' [eef. be*! -
‘low.the silver underbelly of the' plane as it ‘darted Across’;
Mlchigan in the black night. The ¢louds stretched for sever-
‘al miles'to the shoreline of Lake Michigan, and from his seat
.in'the cockpit, Hoot Gibson.could seg the ‘on-and:off flicker.:/..
-of distant city lights across the mammoth lakes buweie, - e
.. sAL 39,000 feet, the serenity of -the sky-belongedito. Flight i

‘341,....4_ u‘ (i
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Continued from Pabe 1

April 4,1979 . il L
%47 p.m.

Near Saginaw, Mich. . ,

39,619 feet S

: . Peter Fehr had never particularly liked .
: to g‘y To be perfectly honest about it, Fehr -
used to have a horrendous fear of it, and |
Co the whole concept of mation'was not some- -
thing that he had ever quite gotten used to. . - .
As a kid, when he used to'gp on drives with the
family, the result,was always the same — he got -
sick. And his first-airplane ride, from Minneapolis °;
to Chicago when he was interviewing to be a mis-".,
© sionary in Africa, had left his stomach badly upset. -+
Fehr, an obstetrician-gynecologist, knew, ‘of .
course, that it was impossible to live in the modern
world without fl{ing.- So, with the he? of God and *
large dosages of dramamine, he had persevered.: '
He made it to Africa as a missionary, suffering’in _
ancient DC-3s that barely wobbled over the African
swamps, making so much noise that it sounded like ‘"
the metal was being sheared off. - . e
But for the past 11.years that Fehr had lived in : |
‘Minneapolis, things changed. He had been able to ;!
get on an airplane whenever it was required. For K
.: the past year, in fact, he had been flying without -
-+ fear and without dramamine.* , ;. *. . | 3 N
., But it still didn't-take much to get'unnerved. A
" few days earlier, when he had been on his way to
+.= New York for a convention, the woman sitting next
... to him, a large Italian woman, kept, repeating hg_aﬁj_‘..'.
- Tosary and kissing her prayerbook.« 3. 7. 7 T
- . Fehr had an urge to look her straight in the-eye ;.
" . and say, “Lady, these planes keep flying and most
. {df 'em don’t go down.” A timid man, he didn't have *!
* the courage to say it: But, of course, he ‘was right. | s
--The trip to New York was without consequence, '’
Fehr went to his convention at the New York. "
Hilton, and now he was returning home on Flight ‘.
Bal. . e LT e BT
«...—..The seat belt sign had gone off, dinner had been
.c,sgfved, and the food trays picked up. It was time to ,
N re ax‘ ) o ] . - ! . _.l'

#5

.
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o "."p‘fl . P ¥
. . Fehr and the man sftting next to him, a Universi- "
14y of Minnesota professor, chatted forabit. .+ ']

., e d
* . s, .Suddenly, without warning, the plane shuddered "
‘. ,And began to feel as though.it werg sliding side- .*
" ' ways acrogs the sky. There was the gensation that _;
- ,the plane was changing speed and.maybe.even ]

' ‘Wrying to land. But at 39,000 feet? .47 i., . it
-, {We can't.be in Minneapolis already?}" said the.':

! p'rOfESSOI'. . ’ . a ¥ - ..: 1 ‘ " _l‘np ,

" .., Fehr knew the professor was righte o L0

. o e e e ———_ — .
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Near Saginaw, Mich, Waod . O, A0

.39,046 feet gl S i 7

: T
. ary Bank’s mind idled. | | "7 e
' There wasn't much for the flight, engi-
neer to do, so he started filling out parts of -
o his log and iooked vacantly at the array of = .
~* - instruments and switches before him. Then he'felt
a high frequency vibration, - , o UL |
..., Co-pilot Kennedy was preoccupied with trying to- -
figure out the plane’s Eround speed, -+ i Y- T
~ .« And Hoot Gibson, with the plane set on autopilot '
- and flying steady, put away his charts and-cleaned’ *
yp the cockpit, " -° 7 . IR
« . Then he heard'a sound —- a slight -buzz ~'and-
saw the wheel of the airplane turning slowly to the
Jeft, about 10 degrees. The Plane was turning to the - _
Tight for some reason and the autopilot was trying : .
tocorrectit. - - R g LN
- The buzz continved, and naw the plane was shak- «*
ing slightly. And it-was turning slightly, and-sti]]
Folling to the right. And the autopilot was still turn-.-
ing the wheel to the left. But it 'wasn't doing a!
{hing. The plane was still turning to the right, <
;- Gibson watched for about.10 secondy. 'Then he !
disconnected the autopilot. The plane was stil) roll- .
ing to the right, Still rolling” " . ... . SR
- Gibson grabbed on to the wheel with both hands
and turnegrit all the way to the left. Leaning back '
in his seat, he took his foot and punched down on
the rudder pedal all the way to the left to try to -
bring the plane around, . . " ;. .. L b k

.April 4, 1979 "
9:47.57 ' R

e s W abipc. T
" It did nothing. The thing was still goingito:the-:
right. Through 20 degrees. Then 30, - AR A
1 Speaking to hig co-pilot, he said what was'by now ¢
{he Inevitable truth,. -, ~. " e L
.y.“This airplane’s going over.” A LT
" It continued, ; . L TR HR L R
-:90degrees, . 1 ., | L B RR IR
vr60 degrees, SR/ PN TN N S w1 ey e
", %0 degrees,. 3 ; -.l,-':_g(:-'.'.'fl'u_' BN e B ik
1+ And in that fraction of a second, Hoot Gibson'felt:

- stark terror, The plane was rolling over and going
in.He knew it. That wasit. . - SR
. . .He was going to die.-And take 88 other people
* "down with him, . . o e e W T

. o "
. Lilk 2 o 1o acl.

Lo

L9804
~““Near Saginaw.
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« .+ for the masks, She watched
i : ouths open as though they were trying to scream
I3

' gave another.. And then another,jiwhen -4, Searin
. ?‘-t ERT . v SR LR Jveye

R [ . - e = “ ' L
2 st _‘",l.,. ot TR L . o ;
= E -

April 4, 1979 |

*

aginaw, Mich. ;. Iy
. 36,307 feet - - . i

at.ai

. Inuch they would siretch, citad s den)a o yF
5. Wicker tried to rotate Asha onto' ber. back-and"
© ;pull Lhe baby towards her. But she couldn’t - the

lgrav:ltl?d Was {00 great — and instead Wicker leaned *

PRGMOIL L 00 EERY) PRI

"3 Wicker watched the knucklés' of - hands turning %
.+ Mhite as Passengers tried to fight Bravity and reach ;-
. people ‘with their .’
ut there wasn't 3 sound, as though the gravity had,'{ :
. frozen their eries, o Ty LT e

" i Wicker bent down angd gave Ashaa breath.’She™i

"-';"
g+
L P4
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. . - ’ Lt e w“';-: oo, '3;{‘::'“:_...‘-.
pain ripped across her chest, She couldn't give any- . grab the “spoiler” handle and pull it: back so the*','
more. There was nothing left. And she knew that ! flaps on the top of the wing would Pop-up and help
the next breath she would take would have to be for ; slow the plane down. -' ,. N s A Y
mar:elf — not for the tiny baby on her lap turning ; orifg lr:::fs :hx?exgtlfcgfi y\&% ggojgisgg?ggﬁél ::n:?ﬁ.
= — —_— 'r,- wheel and pulled the, spoiler handle’ip”and down
: . ~ himself.. T B R YU TR
I et S P LRI S | . Nothing happened. Boadl frego o F B0 ML I
Near Saginaw, Mich, diar Haae n‘?{’,; I ! He tugged on the control whee tosee if he coul.d{
34,459 feet SEROGIN] e BRI e G o etthedplanetoreduceit.spitch._‘_-‘ T i T

R . © It didn’t matter. XSO 121, X300 1 A Y
he plane went into its first. roll and Gibson = . ina dive. .o eeRRRRRTII
pulled back on the control wheel to try to e ggeﬁgnm:ségfydﬁvaeﬁks'\héd pull'e%i ﬁsié'at&‘ﬁl:
' fﬁ) P lya znou%?.s(}%wtﬁ‘;irgefgs%‘;{ﬁ tfl?eléee?: ; ~between Gibson and Kennedy and tried to get a fix -
belt sigr o oseng : ", on their instruments. He couldn't figure: out-what ;
ﬁlh s:gn off, they all could be walking around for Was going-on and he needed to get alook at thef
a e Knew, Hean AP S -:'..}".' . fiials " o s T 3 ; & .
He closed off (he engine throttles'— shutting off | _fgfglﬁ'gia}ﬁ‘é{éﬁsiﬂgﬁ?{h . hgﬁzﬁftﬂﬁ%ﬁ:
some of the power fo the pla"?s engines — and i is-pointing. It'is divided-into two colors"-,--'hlue’f?rg
started saying “Get 'em up. Get 'em up here.” Ken- : - e

April 4, 1979
9:48.07 -

TR ]

i . ; 1 the sky and black for the ground.---te Do ¥E
nedy thought he was talking Lo the plane, as pilots - HIES . P St i 3 o AL
often do, trying to coax it back up, pleading with it. [ Gibson’s- elbow Was blocking"the ‘indicatd, 59?

S i = * i Banks looked over“at Kennedy’s panel; which hag
But what-Gibson wanled was-for:Kennedy to: :an_identica!set'p‘f-ir;strpment_s.f'i:; A;J, : ,’{;;;;_'”";f.:';?
’ ) : £ X R R A T G T A S e 5
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i The indicator was biack:Pure black; Not dtrdce
of blue in there. It was’like, walking"into'a room
and finding all the furniture’on the: ceiling: Banks
couldn’t believe what he was seeing. ‘And It mean
enly one thing. TS dememsReeer e at

e A Pt v, _
[P IR L ey g

- - 'y -
~ The plane was heading-straight Hor the, ground

nosedown. .- . .0 2 & Gy o
' He watched as Gibson and Kennedy tried'té re- .
--gain control. From hjssdays'as‘an‘-‘Air"_Fort:e“ip-

‘ral. dives on-purpose-just to let’ the ‘Student*know
‘what -the“plahe’ could 'did d6itidn"t!ds, "Bhfikswas

;limpressed: Gibson and Kennedy. were, doing:every:" =
g B H Bl e \

thing right. Db B g
l+vBut-theyrweren't savirigthe \plane: Thetweben't
«doing.its sre’ speat qeuneazan oy sPed Yitgy - -

. Banks glanced at Gibison:He:glanced to'the-right

.at Kennedy. Thén le:sat' back-in his chair ‘and be- -

- came very calm. He'knew the endisg now, andina
whisper he confirmed it to himself:~y " o ' & it :

-+ “It is all.over. I wonder what it’s gbnna fdellike
tohit the ground,"?:,- LAY S L P T P L I

IR A I T R vy ot

Apl‘il 4, 1979 Ji .-.ll‘i. ..lui 3] : ! Al 't-'v‘llJ‘.'l,
9:48.10.; > . O TV VS PR ON O, REEIE
Near Saginaw, Michj 31 ety siney S 2E 06 msi ;o
29,982 feeti it wrie il nwub gaodimad eyl o

DL stk Pl

Sy e retdbaes ond 4 Lead O AV GHN Sk, sl G0 Thawl
Y be. iiicréasing. gravity:forces pulled: Peter,
v [l E6NES glasses off. his facenHe iried to-grab
w Jhem with his arms byt be couldn't.—igray-

. o=l . 1Ly, had--glued; .them{o the :armrest¥i{The

_ uiper art of his body went upright -against-hisseat

like a diving board. .., R R LT
.:- The plane was ratiling Jike-crazy,,ihe vihration

increasing with each foot of the plunge. The noise .
Sounded Like the B=29s that 'went down in the World. '
War II movies, that horrible, moaning whine' that;
got louder and louder., And then there was anether
"sound, - the wrenching, gnarling- sound of - metal

being torn from the right wing, ... . 1'ioWNIE

T

- Pilot —was going to bring the plane back-up. 3 & I’
The passenger,in the seatdn front; of-him kgpt{"
trying to coax the plane back up: It sounded:likehe :
-was talking to the pilot, “Take it:easy,” thecrhan
- whispered. ““You haven’t.lost-it yet. Yon-carqmn?it
- out.” Fehr thought the man wasa fool. cs1¢ 1 oo
1: ;He knew he was going to die. .5 it -ogtbad |
He.pecamne calm, and. objective: The scenetbe-' -
.Game an gbstraction, with Fehr a.detached obsery-1 - .
er. 0 R T .,:|'; e LI i.l‘;;‘l f
" _In the remaining seconds left; -he began:to make!
-a'checklist. He reviewed his-will — it was in-order-
and his wife should be well-cared for. He remem- .
bered what he had said to his four kids before he
left for New York. oo went e otnem
And it irked him now that one of hig sons had*
taken out a loan to buy a_new pair of tires for his
car without coming to him, The interest rates were
_probably ridiculous , . . his son was probably get-
‘ling gouged to death . .. it wasn’t a good business -
deal ... In fact, it was downright stupld. . . why did
he do something like that- ..~ they should have
talked about it beforehand ..’ they really should
have, ' SRR
The roar of the plane grew louder, _

T
edviiedin

R L .
0

]
structor on the supersonic T-385,*where’ybti‘did*spi-‘ {

B

Fehr knew there was-no way:the! pilot™:="gpy . -

- 94818 il 1

', 24,121 feet

{ feet and dropped into Lake Michigan, . - 1+ ds

i Y, ‘_:;v- v,

April 4,1979 "7 T T T b
Near Saginaw; Mich, . ° "“'Eiﬂ:f'.lb.jiﬂhw} :.;F*! .:

vk MRV
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Sy

¢ A s the descent-of the plane grew faster, ,_Sf:ott; :

-Kennedy’s'mind worked faster; -, . il
_He remembered the'crash of a commer-!

cfal plane that had beén flying :at 39:000;

R 0 B
“§ Via

L

He remembered-the crash of -the PacificSouth:| * -
.west Airlines jet.in Sau-Diegoithat had. happened. ..
only ‘six months-ago and Teff:close to 150.people} -
dead. . R dvemee e B

And then he remembered 4 conversation héhad| -
with the flight engineer only the night before.n~an} =
insiders’ conversation*about’ recovering at\‘ ;plane?.‘?.‘

from a vertical stalli; iv -:ailin & Fidagatd Y

e - P el ytotiooy

From. his-experiencein: thé?ih‘be‘FEé;?Banks;.:‘é,
‘knew-of only onewayth do it pop the'dragshoot | .
-on the tail of the planes~i aparachute’typeplece of ! a
* equipment: that-wa 'norm:'allynsed -I_:O'slo‘gv*the‘air:
1 cb LTy ke A LR

. e : EOTTE I M WYl
Rl LT . P A bt b e+ My i - o - =3 -
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Continued from Page 4 ; At ey AL Sm gt i
crafl down’ during landing." Aetivating’ ittduring ‘a;
slall would slow the plane down enough so the pilot
could get control of it back, Banks had told Kenne--
d R N . . - 1

1

every maneuver there was and still the plane was -
"screaming through the sky, He was impressed by

Gibson's perseverance, his reluctance togiveup... *
.Then Kennedy’s eye was drawn to something

1 "that might help — patting the landing gear down.
' He suggested that.to Gibson,and had his.hand
- poised and waiting on the landing gear handle..The -
| plape tontinued to plummet, the altimeter unwind- 1
. Ing 50 fast that no‘one in the cockpit could read it. 4.

_The co-pilol walched as Gibson tried jusi:about’

.- ual,000feet,
OB 0P0 feet s s Lty

o

PR A

1lights of cities spinning through the fog., .« gy
5,000 feet and dropping veriical, , 1. i‘i: ,t'i‘_.ii 8%
L8 GEar.down,” said Gibson, .10 g REriode !
{¥Kennedy foliowed the command,,". " 1LY
-, ;for.a’ second, the two pilots fought against each .
oftierias:they worked their. control wheels — Gib- "
--SQn pashing.in to get the:tail into the wind current -
* §:80%it “‘would fly again, Kennedy, pulling his -out to!;
. “keep the nose of the plane'up, 7%+t itwl

PRTIY
2y

-

Iy

e
By JHAY

.17 T8 gear dropped down,:; = I, U iy g

+}5Phey were getting'close Snd Gibson'coul see the sy

LT R LTS
" 71Th¢ explosicn _was,dea'f_en'ing,"hke“nothing Gibson',
; Qq‘Kmnedy’,oera’nks.had‘ever. heard in their lives, .
-1y & BWA Flight 841 continued tofall," T ORIt
"1710,000 feet, ¥ 1% IR ST E I LI i
T G000 el iy ety thrw i SR
.~ Gibson didn't know -where:he was. He' couldn't '
. Tread’the instruments:; Where | the - hell'swas: the /
Coground? LD R T Tty
“3:*~Andthen the plane’started to flg afain.z' AL RS
+.c. And Gibson couldn’t' help-but feel what' damn
\Shame it'was that he'was getting control back just:’:
.+ {.asthe plane was going tocrack. v 3. IR EEE
"' .k -He pulled'back on'the'control'wheel ag'if he'was | |
. \trying to rein arwild mustang ‘The nose of the'plane” |
-~ Ishot up about'50 degrees. Gibson almost looped the .
* plane he was:'so-desperatetto;'avoid‘the Michiganf !
‘farmland ‘beneath’ him:{He’was “afraid’the ‘wings? |
*.., :might. move; ‘or snap-off ‘the*planer but he;hdd'nor
- 3Gholee butad pull up. 177t L PR %
s Thesfiforges Swelt”inerédible!'——"flighi *dsfa™
“showedthem registering 6 dtong point = mieaning |
) @ per$on’s’ weight was six*{imes ‘what it normally '
““would* bg)~The  blood“rushed “downward from- the *
,brain as passengers were flatiened iplo their seats’
with Ancredible rforce.: Their (faces_jwere pushed {

s .

- sideways as though they,were being held in a vise, i

et et St aen,

—r—————

-

«,, Gibson, the acrobatic pilol, had:taken 6 Gs be- P
fore 'and knew whal.they were Jike. Banks, as he
.-had learned in the Air Force, tightened his stomach “

{
i
|
!
!
i
i
|
"and tried to keep the blood from pushing down. - , - |

. : 4%, v He had missed death by'a’seresching secornd Bt

4t 5 how been co

.+._. The nose still pointed up. aboui 50 degrees as (iie™
. plane punched’through the clouds again, — (his

. Hmepnthe WAYUB.p ool oy tvmp o0 4
2to-y, ) Banks felt airush of panpic, I{Gibsob ‘pulled the’
7hose of:the plane down 100, 1381,40 briNg.itlevel, the
i gy Teverse force of the. gravity,coyld he enough-taxip;
2 Aan engine off ils mount® < - R S N
', Banks coaxed; Gibson:lo-get the wings:levelrand -

genlly ease the nose over. “Keep ‘em level e

' I;e.peated. HKeep. ‘em:level.]., AT nu'::!“':n.{u H

o - . Gibson-:was,; havipg,. trouhlerfiguring.;.out' the
v.%  yplane’s direction..And:ihen.he saw ‘the'moon=He=
"\ pinned il on'the windshield, it-became his compass, :
‘00 wangd;he kept.itin the same .exact. spot until he
% ". pushed the nose'over and brought the plane level,;} i
« - The noise and vibration ‘in the tiny cockpit was’
incredible, Almost unbearable. Inside the cabin, the*
. - Shaking and gravity had caused more of the' over-
head panels to pop open. Oxygen masks accidentalt
« ly came tumbling down in some of the-rows{But .
.. ' some of the passengers didn’t realize'it' was, ap ac-
i -+ "eident!They '-’,t_houghufe\ge;ryone"was_“§upposed :to
* +haveia masksAnd theyiwere clawing at'their closed’
. ' panels with-their fingers, trying to'pry them open. .:
-, <.Gibson got on’the'intercom, ‘He'had to'say some-
L. dhingAnything. iyt s s vt ssan SR o g
7 “We've.had a, slight ‘probler,” bul leverything *
- seems-to be under control,”t | T . R

=090 e ST FEREA S U e Yy, A
o SeApril 4, 19785, N
.t_?"‘. ae ;'9:51']).111..' . _-:: ' i :"" ,’g“.‘ ‘]!.; .
|+ Near Saginaw, Mich:i "} i1

e s ks

W

i 10,509 feet

1

Y Ven though the plane was flying again. Atul?
"~ Bhatt knew something was terribly wrong:" .
e &net look- at the flight attendants told him, -
) " Al - atl. ‘f' .'.". i :' - .A.n.-:' ot ‘;.“-‘l._':.:-. B i
L. They: were ‘agitated, upset, ‘one.'of: -them“was P
~ -, crying. And he was scared (o death.'Onee when he
‘4 was 10 years old, he was.riding-his. bicycle.on the '
" ., edge of a highway when he' lost .control’ and ' fel] 7
under.- a-moving' truck:-The -driver, just caught a:;
glimpse of him, and the back wheels ¢ame to a halt’ ¥
i crightnextto hishody, :, ;¢ oy vy

1
L iy
NPT

e

'y'| > he had been a kid then, and.the whole-thing had AL,

»1- 4. happened so quickly,r .oy Mg Atedon GG T )
. {.. . But'this.wasn't happening quickly..Thisvas takv 1
. *i 7! ing forever, There was time — 100 much time — to !
¢ 1" think again and again about what-would happen. As 2t
b+\,+;7 the plane had started to-plummet, the knowledge of,;
“y''i. a.death that'would be quick.and painless had some-) |
! OrLing, /v, il ol : ey g ety 0 Mg

¥\ v But'now the plane was'going Lo make*a’ crash. -
-4~ +landing, and Bhatt didn’t even know where'lt'would .
", ¢ be. The Chicago airport maybe? Or.a foresl? Or'a;js*F
vy, farm? It was.so.dark routside, he ‘couldn’t :see’a!
'l‘.l'.\ lhing-:_ _‘_" '._ --'-' P LA ;

e

’ a
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I 'I‘he fear' of bemg paralyzed gnawed aL hlm ‘Or.of p

“being maimed. Or half-burned. And Bhatt, '27, .a‘l

Ph.D. candidate from India-at. the Umversuy. of

. Minnesota,,"couldn’t’ bear (that."If the: plane chdap
_.crash, he wanted to’ die' quickly.:Survival/atian
.odds, "with *a- thousand dxfferent possxble after e

' fects wasn't worth the risk. s~y S

f &." i

But the choice wasn't his, £¢ 4 ﬁ;"* Atk
.. * Bhatt was lostin his fear when ‘an Jtalian woman'
snttmg next to him, after-watching his;agony for a}-
.*few minutes. now, ;spoke. up. “Don’t, he scared
1_young man;” said the woman.: g s
Bhatt felta little embarragsed 'after that Here‘i
“he was, a grown man; being-admonished Just -like a%
little kid for- bemg 1a: coward: —ynot"even, tough‘
+ enough to take a'bumpy llttle plane rxde And Lhen 5
" he thought a little more.. e .7.-5
. And he knew in his heart exactly how he Ielt % W\
. And he couldn’t thmk of one smgle reason o0 be 3
brave about it. : -

He had never been moré scared in h.IS entire hf(;.‘

Aprll 4, 1979

- 955 p ’ ' o
. 60 rmles from Detroit .~ | '
1+12,749 feet TN
l c:(sot,l Sibson needed ta fmd -an-ai
'Qulc IS 2
b He' {hecked*' With ralrfitrafﬁ " ¢on
| about Saginaw, wheresthevweathertwas’
’ overcasi with light snow and three miles vns:blhty ]
. Then he checked Lansing. And Detroit, where the 5
| weatlierswas a little better. but certainly not per-; ,Y"
“*‘fect"‘ ==2rgvercast sklt‘s seven rrulw VlSlb ty. wind
. at 10 knots., ) }
Although! ‘it was the farthest’ away of thel Giesi “Y
- choices — about 60 miles-— Detroit’s Metro Air-1 J
1 port -aeemed - to- Gibson ‘fo i be. the most ! logical 7¥

|

-. choice.rHe jwas familiar with- the au-port and ity

i could bandle a major emergency. . forf 5]
-1 2 And he figured-heould make it~ 7 44 Wi AL
. While Gibson handled the controls'of the-p ane.‘*?
!. Kennedy and Banks went through a series of emer: ;

4 gency - "checklists” to pinpoint what was. wrpngl {

-\ with the plane and how to try to-remedy.it. - i.v305

i~ The noise and vibrating ‘inside the cockplt*-wasw
--still deafening. Banks and Kennedy were shouting,};

i and had to rely on reading lips. -

-+ and they still could barely understand each otherj:t

o i H
| " The diagnosis was hot good. '/ Fhe .”si!-,f,; v ihe
.| - One of the plane’s hydrauhc power systems was-w
{out, s0 the' flaps would have to be extended’ by an;>
1 altemate. power source.’A yaw damper-— an.elec-¢
{ tronic device on the rudder that stops a plane from‘t
+ weaving uncontrollably - Wwas apparently:out of
comlmssnon. 100, b e
The landing gear ‘indicator lights lns:de lhe cockz 1
't pit were red meaning the dropped gear was: iUnegd
r locked and'unsafe {o land on. It would have to be‘v'
| cranked down manually. . - - ik e g
.- Banks":hands shook‘and his body shxvered‘as he §
, removed'aplate from the floor of the cockpit-and;:
I used a lever to put the main landing gear down' by
{hand. There 'was no feel on the gearal; all‘!as}
"though it wasn't holding. And when he was ;.rough
Lhe indicator lights still were red. v i .

- The nose'landing gear was extended manually,
tand the indicator’ light showed- Sreen v Ll e,'eargg
! was down and locked into place.Once the nose gears
3dropped the terrible: cockpit noise stopped.: Banksi
{ couldn’t believe what:a relief it was to have' a'httle \
i quiet. That nolse had almost driven bim crazyi} 1
i The crew then tried to use alternate power, i get )
[the flaps to'extend, so the plane would slow; down.
tand be.easier to land. i, - o Lt RS
;, The-flaps :were barely* out\before"lhei alrcrafi h

Jrolled sharply to the left” Gibson couldn't believe iti!
i— he figured he had lost the planeragain.’ But!hek'
'/ racovered, and for the rest of the'trip,he’had . to’ ﬂyu
;w:th the'contro! wheel and the rudder pedal.p ushed
;all the way to the nght so-the, plane \.vwouldw::nr rollft
T R I e < ORT s S TTEN ) AT |
i beson'realized ‘that'his’ margln ,[or errml here$
!l was very 'small, Below about 170 knots an hour, the’ i
: plane would begin to roll. Above about 210 lmo;.s an,‘;
-+ hour, ;the,same thing ,would happen.:It-gavehimy:
i+ about 40 kmots-to work with, and the likelthood of af:
¢ Iandmg under the worst possnble conditions, g 112
- When TWA Flight 841-came in to Detroit’on :
% Way 3L, it would” be making its touchdown-at- al- "
I ’most twice the normal speed.-And on’ landmg«gear
i that.lfor all'Hoot' Gibson' knew, might: notleven be

I ther‘e Lo, : -’ll :'L Sl IR W.od ;-u tfn
: )’1"‘}.- # "' h:} C¥irard WB LY -“'ﬂ?ﬂ
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71 Near Detroit, Mich.i- ;4

-1 13,000 feet -

o 1
:

: assengér BarbarazMerrlil *hid ‘crashed =to™
i, Lhe floor, trapped in the lavalory. Steward-, :
i @7 oss'Fran Schaller, walking to the liquor cart :
Rl T get someone a drink, had [allen flat in the

i:middle of the aisle. Unable to.get. up. a passenger -
& cradled her, head while she clung to the cart:with i

#3her left hand. Others on board had blacked.out: -.. .
't - As,the-planed leveled oul, Merrill, 41, crawled
:.,'i?‘ ’_.-_ ',‘C-:' . -- . te e a i FR 'f 1'.;

1
i

+ :,‘.~ ,.:.:-f‘;,r.-... . LA 3 ..¢‘_ : o ;“‘i_ :l_‘l.
L:, P e . i ) g
TRt SO b . b= s

ey na

e 5 BT B S e == g e e P
R L e e R T e [ :

oul of the balhroom and made it as far as the right
aisle seat in the last row of the plane, Row 22.

Her ribs ached, maybe one of them was cracked.
Her hip had crashed against the toilet seat when
she had been flown to the fioor, and shg had a cut .
onherknee. .... - . I .,y e

Merrill's 14-year-0ld daughter, Susan, walked to
the back of the cabin to be with her mother, * ., +.

She sat in seat 22E,1in between her mother and
-Bob Reber.. | . @ .0y RN L DT RIPL B

Under the conditions-there-couldn't have been'a
more reassuring.figure..Reber had:blacked-out-al-+-
most instantly after the plane had started to dive.
But now he felt quite calm and not really- aware
, thal something terrible had happened ;7 or was
‘going to happen, - - - ] 1N i -

. & “\%e’re gggna die!” Reber heard Mrs. Merrill re-
-'peat over and over. “We're gonna diel”,. ' . - -
. "“Are we?" Mrs. Merrill’s daughter ~askedsher-
‘mother’s sense of panic becoming infectious.
" Reber remained-immune, “Don’t worry about
. it,” he told them. "“If you get Lo pick your place lo
* land, you gol a 50-50 chance.” . :

4 Aprll 4, 1979 - o i }{‘, ":,'L;.I" Py *
;%‘0:20 pm, . oot R -'.f_:‘;_'-”_a‘;};,.;‘i"’;f.'}, o
Flying over Detroit Metro Airport Bk Ly 1
11,600 feett \ R N p‘..""'lt&'t“.’-,{g‘gi}. a
~ 4 X ary Banks called flight attendant Mark
. Moscicki into the cockpit and asked him!if
he remembered his training for an emer-
. ¥  gency landing. oo
¢ "You have 10 minuies to gel the plane ready; and
‘7 you-get back here in eight minutes,”, Banks ,told
IR L R PR PRI 1 4 TS L
+ Moscicki‘met briefly-with the three other. flight
‘attendants in the center galley. Then'they went'to*
Sworke oo T T R TR IE]
‘They whipped through the cabin; instricting'pas-’
sengers Lo-remove their glasses, pens; high-heeled;
. Shoes, false teeth, canes, anything that"wassharp*
-and might cause injury, ,» R TR KT (R e
* They started’emptying the overhead racks, dis—
. tributing available pillows and blankets, One of the
i stewardesses threw . Catherine : Rascher’s!leather
jacket on the floor, and she winced. Even in a time .
- -of fear ang crisis, it'was hard for her to-forget the'’
. coat was brand new'and cost $200.- ot soe et
- - A passenger got into an argument with ‘a’flignt |
. altendant who wanted. to.remove his'glasses. The!!
‘passenger. refused, The attendant persisted, and fi-) ¢
: mally just plucked the glasses off the man's face.. - | .
. Another passenger willingly had her glasses re-;
. moved, but gave forewarning that' she was blind;
- without them,. The-flight- attendant immediately
- designated the man sitting directly behind her as ai;
guardian: The women'’s;life amd. the lives of ‘her;
two children depended upon him, the man was told, ¢
" Moscicki- got on-the intercom .and told the pas-!,
‘sengers about-the' plane’s’ evacuation procedures. '/
+ He showed, them {jie impact position.—_ hands be- |
} hind the-head,’ the “body bent . forward’ as -far iyl,
.;would go,.a pillow;to cushion .the;head: from. the:
seatinfront.: .o Lo L R S U !
*+ Al 1,600 feet,;Gibson flew’ over.the Detroit-air-, |
:. port tower’so ground personnel could-get a look at |
- the landing gear. Searchlights panned the underbel-*,
i,/ 1y of the plane. From what they could tell, the gear ;
' tooked down and locked. - ; T0 7ty st
*  Peeking out the-windows‘-.from"the\ﬁemergencyj.‘,
-position, passengers could see a mass of fire trueks ¥
;. Sitting on the runway, waiting to see whether TWA 1
' 'Flighl 841 would make it. The plane swooped 'so'
| low thal they could see Lthe expressions on the fire~x
men’s faces.. ., B R F PR

Y
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After the fly-by, Banks opened the cockpit door.:

lo speak to the flight
' 'But when he glimpsed
benl. over, ready for the plane to

'lhe action was a
tle time left, so

al

attendants one more time, -
outside,.-he saw everybody
crash.

little premature, there was stlll
‘Banks got on the intercom and”

told everybody Lo sil casy for a moment. He said he:
would iell them.-when lt was time to assume the,

"he was about to say “crash position™
. stopped himself,’ and.

‘but {hen he:
just told the- passengers: he:

| would lel {hem’ know when lt was tlme ito ,get=
, ready. -

T

v

Gabson rc:n-oled on the I}nal approach to tl/e.run-e
way, .
He turned the’ plane

downwmd f hlS eye; glued ™

the stnp so lu. ‘wouldn't lose track of-it-for.a-sec..,
--ond,

again,

. utes of hglltmg

. line was running out.
serew up, ;
“Dop’t let il roli too far'" yelled %ex,

8 verge of panic. “Don’t let'it rolll”.; ;. -

. iennedy got on the control ‘wheel”

‘ workm the englne throttles,

Suddenly,

i x‘ 4(\’ rt}"’%

the plane' sl.arted Tolhng“fo the left’

’:lr
**. Gibson was losmg control the plane Was gettmg
"away from him

agaln 10

.The crew erupted in the" cockplt lAfter ’40 mln-

~Now was the pe:fect ..une tof.

r |

& th{e rlg 1t ,engme and mcrenbed the power to tllel
left, .

& o

, ,;. >.;. PRI : g8
N L . o 0
- LI . c

to keep the aireraft up; the adrena-f.

'{s. on the i

and atarted i
He cut the power.to .t

i

ts away.from landmg TWAFltght

Momen a4 ” i
skidded Jeve {,‘ S by “'? lt_‘,cﬂ y
April 4, 1979 - et ' ¥l
1030 pm,. i .u LTI PP i‘f#!l;"ﬁ

?onfl:;;dmg approach to Detroit Metro"Alrportl t

rederick and Catherme Rascher held ha

a?'Id‘ 1:vall:ed b

"They had een' married for' 43"y
ust.enjoyed, aswanderf ful-trip:tg Spain %

wfloxiward 1:;o a llfedof quiet retu-ement
atever.happe A l

' would be: together =S p p 9 now at least_ they 8

- They- turned angd’ looked at’ eachvother as‘ theyl

‘rl"

pre red t’(;]r the crash landing!’ : 11
e've -had a. . hice - Ilfe together,™ Pl
Bascher. & her .,s,"."dl Iﬁ?{ Jis

1S to0" E‘aﬁ“'l has“'r* i Vi 5t
husband.. hen ‘h‘s“:’ayulsaidihenﬁ

The plane was on lts approach now
head up slightly, Frederick Rascher
wmdow and began the final countdo
ty fe ltwenty;feetf. 4 1
Fo-y X t '#“ oI y ,\;v,,&;k;i\‘t};:

ke
LN J
“l“% i}}!‘.‘

peeked out

r\ ln“}.

wak
.i"i".
d

19 9, 10l [ ! | Es f A:' '.
10:31 p. m. T
Landmg at Detroit Metro

1) ::ibson bare' down_,
3 gl _,knots ‘As'he was comin
Fpr- Started again to'rollsto theilef."ﬂ

: . :landing' gear hitithe runway firs
ty darnn mooth’ Glbson thought and

Lt;hegearwas holdin ,,._ Afdam pﬁ,, w"

e plane was ro qulte B bitand G

‘the right’ gear o -the” runway, n.lt.houghuht:’1

] tho%‘ght the gear would probably shear oft‘ n et

¥ pac

" f Tingee ?j ]

He1 brought the plane level ‘and thef nght edl-. N ﬁ"
* wasn't even’ hittin g Maybe it: alreadyrhad fall T

+off, Gibson thought. il VO o b adi | :

{ The: gear, when'it'had bedn extex':dcd K "the i
dive; bad brokenuts‘snde hrace -If any substantlal
' pressure was put. on .lt from elther slde, )ﬁ woul
collapse on impact.. ' :

“Using his controls, Grbson tllted
down’and’ finally ‘the. right"
was there,. .. ’and it was bolding. ;. i - B YT n‘":a. ‘-f

A burst of applause went up from th ik Passengetdihiy, i

;s the plane fouched down, Hoot Gibson, was gge-1i il
tmga sitting ovation, . ", RARNIE w Y

Part of the right gear dragged along the TUnyas A
causmg sparks as Gibson turned. left, toward Hhe,
emergency vehicles, As s00n as.-the plane stoppe
fire engines’ sped up. and started spraymg the gur

;eraft.with foam., g TN AU W prk i

‘Gibson felt e:irhausl;edl morexexhausted“pe
haps than he had ever- beeniin:his entirelife. "He
alsg felt relieved.and surprised.. From:39,000 ‘feet
: until”touchdown 'some: 743 minutes “later “he‘ite:d ;
been convinced that the" Plane was going to cragh:

T e only thing he hadn’ t f:gured out was \lv.rhere')5

0 the runwa ,rat "1'!0}"'."1.]‘-

plane e
23186
pret‘ d

‘?Tl:i.‘

3

-

‘the :lghip wlng
sear hit the | runwax"}t

'b'— i}
~. aatfa:a



April 4, 1979 .o . . : e
10:40 p.m. . - .5 fhadaty o0 4 N T
On the ground at Detroit Metro Airport’ .P“'L,",- YA
) r. Peter Fehr thought one of the passengers:_

on board was having a heart attack. W88

i+ He got-an oxygen tank for her-and made.
sure she got to a hospital. He gave medicd! ;

.&ttention to!some .of the other.passengers, rAnd .1
then,. once outside'the.plane, Peter Fe r:~—:the ;;

*,¢c00l, ‘detached doctor-~ lost control. For 20 min-. 'q

utes he vomited and wretched and his legs- turned

. to water. Then he called home to tell his familyhe~|

Lwashsa!fel‘:_-u M. l-, :*f'l’.i '.q.‘L.E’ =..“ :._.‘,L.‘_.‘g;.; s SF

s A
L -

- i- : B }n.!' ‘\‘?.}'?‘;"il g
. *‘Atul Bhatt looked‘over'at;the‘m‘an’in ‘hls‘réw.’and“.it'-
 couldn’t believe what he was seeing. ‘The'plane had}}
landed, it ‘was ]i)robably, about to blowup,, therg¥t
» were firemen all:over the place, and hei'e was:this %
: guy-whose first instinct wasn’t to run for his life;.or i
! move-quickly, or even' to:move-at-all.- Instead. he }*

Yaa'e

* slowly took his comb out of his pocket-and:started"" | =-

b AL N

: combing his hair,ix o o0 L R R AT
-‘Bhatt had no pretentions of vanity. In his‘eagere, . -
ness to get off Lhe;plane, he left his suit-jacket of

-, board.-And when a:bottle of Scotch-.was,-passeg{%ii

“ around in the shivering cold of the runway, he glad- f

Lyswiggedoadee D et 0 G g tia it
3 YRS ek o e NI LR I
i . The passengen,canjna_Up to Gary Banks as he'and'{-
« the other crew members were Ieaving'the‘cockpif_.};ﬁ‘-
oo Isn’t it interesting?" the man'said. 1y i ETEE

+1,'Interesting? What, the hell was interestmg"abbut?:-

v ¢
O

./a'plane that by all rights should have been a hole ip’
*Lhe ground and left 89 people dead? «: . .., - TERly
4 "God “nol’, said Banks, “slightly - stunned! by ‘th& %
,comment. POt T, T .f:':{v,,s;,.-.tgn:{\&?
¢ BUUthe passenger wasn't finished. Vy [ 4 ia3d
'}%‘?";s.'"l_sn’t".it interesting. that'it isn’t anyone's.time anlf
yLhis "plane .to_die,” said *the’ map. And .then? hel,g
L Py SRR

‘walked awayv.:- . .5 L s
. s LR ,.:f'.:.l, H R
[ L % Lifel et TRy
o) S ".l\‘ Yy 'J"'. ‘l-?l";.; _f ¥ a”
. B e T . e SRS G
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