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A2 BOSTON SUNDAY CGLOBE  JULY 19, 1981 b AST BERLIN - "“The world

seems to have three general

opintons about, us,' sald an

RMANY East German official at his

EAST GE 0 most engaging. “One, the Ger-
mans work very hard but this Is not so

Envy Of w e St Vies o ﬁ?ﬁé muse they are unlovable and thelr

“Two, the Germans work very hard,

2 . . S but they can't really be soclalists inside,
w1 p I I e I I l na g 0 I I because soclalists don't work.
“And then people say: 'We're so happy
. AL that Germany is divided!" " -
A covetous look westward, a proud look back - 116 one of the chaper Ironics of World
War Il that both the Federal Republic of
Germany to the west and' the German
Democratic Republic to the east are at-the
heads of thelr respecttve classes, European
team captains in the ideological Super
Bowl. Of course, Germans on both sides of
the border will teil you that work habits
‘aren’t what they used-to be anywhere, but
It 18 just this sort of eritical. analytical in-
telligence that reminds e visltor that Ger-
mans are, Germans whatever thelr ideo-
. Joglcal costume - Blsmarck’s’ work has
" proved at least as resilient as Stalin's.
.Bul lke twin sisters who twirl the ba-
ton for rival high schools, there 1s a speclal
piquancy to the relatlonship at home. One
of the girls, you see, Is rather more lissome,
more: cutgoing. and has a better sense of
humor, But she’s bored with high school,
‘wanlts 1o.be 8 movle star, and her grades
are béginning to slip. i
But the other gir! at Eaat Berlin High,
‘her [rlends admit sadly, has become just a
it neurotic: Everything she was, Is, or will
become ‘must be measured against her
pretty sister. Her grades are good, but she's
a bit of a bore, and aggressively moralistic.
And when she ever gets going on her sis-
terl Why, you jusi want to leave the room.
« The back cover of the most recent issue
of Eulensplegel, the East German humar
magazine; ¥9 a good case in point. A West
German soldier bedecked with brald and
imperial eagles, his hat labeled with the:
word - “"Panopticon” — the name Jeremy
Bentham gave to his model prison — beck-
“ons to the East German reader: “Come on
in, if you're not a Red!” Behind him Is a
‘galiery of Western grotesques: a neo-Nazl;
2 Ku Kiux Klan member; a clown with a
flower.growing out of his hat; a ‘crosseyed
Hare Krishna devotee; a motercycle gang

,m:mbﬂ_,jrﬁﬂk rocker with green hair, a
safety pin Through Hils etk AT straight

- pin through his head; and a stiff Bavarian
-purgher with a Homburg hat who carrles a
algn “Come back to your own country!”

Bow mny wonld leaye if they counld?

* It Isaibiting commentary, not without’
wit, but 12 most interesting, perhaps, be-
-cause. it-raiges the big issue: How many
East Germans would cross the border, if
they could? :

i Naarlr 20 years after the Berlin Wall
wenhup in August 1961, that question re-
mains at the heart of East German life, de-
spite all the Improvements: the growth reg-



istered, the flats bullt, the Olympic gold, =
medals won. As the satire In Eulenspiegel

indicates, thls is something that East Ger-
man officlals are prepared to discuss. **Be-
tween 5 and 10 percent would leave,” they
agree, after a moment of contemplation;’

. see the rooftops of this other side of them-
stlves: from the revolving restaurant of
Eagt Berlin's TV tower they can see lhe
cars moving In the streets and point out
.the old landmarks, like the Relchstag
building. that they cannot visit. But at

"Some Intellectuals, some people with refa-

: + ,» hpme, with thelr family, away from the eye
tives In the West, some’'malcontents —and . ' ¢ -
every society has them. . ng,. . . ,ol-the regime, 80 percent of East Germans

3 . s ocan watch West German television - the
This {3 why the wall was necessagy-#n . . gther.side.of the' moon_yet_Ip thelr own__
the first place,” they say:' "Twenty years,:, . language.’ ’

‘agp, life wasn't so good here — this part of ' ©

Germany suffered terribly from- the wara ., German Linformed '

and the Soviets could. .only help;so,_: ‘,F:'t s well-inf ) Eenms
much..." Here (a question of taste, pefz-. -, . Ji'8 not just the news, as ifthey liveddn-. ; ~
haps), comes one of those lictinae ~ it vy, . Romania and cauld Nsien to Radio Frem: - .- -~

not polite to mention the widespread ioot- ..,
_ing of German {actories and bralns the So-

: “

For the leadership of the -
GDR, it is a questionr of:
identity and history: Ar€
we permanent; no mattet
how many flats we butid;
or are we temporary? Will'
our citizens ever:love us?

A . = I
viets tndulged in just after the war. “We
were losing our best-trained peoplé to the
West, our engineers, our doctors, But we've
.accomplished enormous things since
Lthen".— without question true'- “and we
Jook toward the day,” they eonclude, suni-
moning up all the serenity that “*Sclenitifi¢'
Soclalism” can muster; ‘'when West Bert

liners'will be climblng over the wall to jom”
us "

Eurppe. i3 tHé sltuation comedies and the .
sports, the dramas and the scaps.(‘Dal- .
las” dubbed tn German) andithe whelg. -
skewed. shadow-play that television ren- -
ders from life. But as-imporiant sedikthe ¢ - . o
programming-are the ~advertigementsy -1
which are very catchy, and:the bestprepar “c i,
ganda of all— evocative, noatatter htoraby .o -
surdly, of a good: carefree ahd affluent Iife-.

s wg

1 i

So the wall 13 net a block ta tnfgrmation, .
- the East Germans are extremely, wellin- .
formed. especigliy since ‘thé{r.own press ,;, -
must acknowledge arfd confrontwhpt.ev- .~
eryone learns from West German televi-. .
slon. In fact, It 1s. almrost Impossihle.to.un- .,
derstand the East German party newspa- . .
per, Neues Deutschlgnd.:without having,... .

seen the West Gérman news the night be- . ... .
fore, So the newspapera here are less to In- '
TOHF theetTfo - puilE, 1o THONE ‘itnion: ~to>
keep people slogging away In the JohgTight * + °
of future good against currert evit-and * -~
tefnptat[on_ T . ""‘1'2“3“ ‘.- _“.J. [ L
But it's not always very convincing, @ 75
stnce so much of it §s simplistic ghd will- * 7 -
tant; dogmatic and stuffy, and so blatantly
underestimates the analytical fatelligerice”

But Western diplomats heéré eofifiri an’

-

informal survey of one's own: The numbeér
of true bellevers here Is very small, One’
diplomat (old the story of twa’apprentites
about 18 chatting jn a restaurant. How did-
he llke the GDR, they asked. "I rither Uke
it, nlce countryside,’” he gaid, dipidmatical-
ly. We're not talking about that, they said

that both Germanles share. And even
when the criticlsm Is teliipg, particularly
now, given West Germany's sorry state,
one walks-through a playground to hear
little East' Germans, the generation of the
fliture, striging the advertising jingles they

heard last night on Weat German TV.
Everything-East Germar, one hears, is

second-rate, and the comppaiispfl e eto’ (oo b -
Poland. Ofe Eadf Germiari Hd witisomse «  =istwmo -
exciteinént that he'd gottén ahold of some :
West Gé¥rman sugar anddldi'a comparison . . -« =
with the East German kilid,’ Giess wbdch 0 o
one dissolved sootier adyl tidted purert A7 5= -
other East Gerndil will dibcundfmg u popasr .o -

lar dingét wio defected ta the West: “WHy - ot
didnt she sing fhm'wéiﬁvﬁf Here? hhe. | can a1y

TSR TN L e R i T e e 1A

~ we mean the system.. “Wel, I'm not wild
about It.” That's very ordinary, they sald=
nobody likes it. " All right. Suppose there’s
a plebiscite tomorrow, for or against tie’
system, what percentage would vote for, it?
Twenty percent?” They laughtd; HEll
thit's ioo hight “Three percent?” No, they
thought, that's a bit low. They séttied’ on
five percent. - L
- The diplomat: believed tiey wera<heisip-
honest, but in any tightly-run sockitst
country, It's often hard to téll. “Thé East

Germans are very materialfstic,” he said,
“and they compilain all the. time, It's not
that all of them want to-be West Germans
~ they have an excesslve pictare of the dis-
orderly Wesl, the unemployment, the Infla-

tion, the ‘neo-fascism.’ A lot of them would .

like a good soclalist soclety, and perfraps it
time they'll get one.” : o
But the West —ag close as West Bertin,
a stone’s throw ~ 1s riot. merely a {orhidderi
alternative. It's a dreamland, and oot just
because East Germans cannot go there.
Walking along, If they look up, they cain

. LRAERS don'E (Hiit e poopl

T P

“The point 1$0't the néality, of course,
but the belef, The East Germans don't be-
Hevé 2l the'propagsnda abot the bad old
Weést fthouggtt some of it, of coufse, I9 true),

" bécdnse everything they sed of the West .

hére 1g bétter, and éfther very epensive or
ufiagaligble: Many begin to think, natural-
., that i{ f6 they who are second-rate = It's
a cry from the heart, antl very debliitating.

And thdt leads to tlie questiost behind

=



the one about the wall, and how many
East Germans might emigrale tomorrow.

For the leadership of the&,GDR. it is a

question of identity and history: Are we
rmanent, no matter how many flats we
‘build, or are we temporary? Will our citi-
Zens ever love us? Will they ever sec the
“world the way we see It — can we trust
them? Can we ever trust them to visit the
West. and look, and then come back
home? v
~  “It's Important to understand some-
thing,” said a diplomat here. ““The leaders
of the GDR were true antl-fascists - they
fought Hitler and everything he stood for.

TNEe EAST LCTITENS NHVYE siwayo oo
.proud of Bach, but why such complicated
figures ae Luther and Frederick? Luther.
_one Is told, was of coursé a gréat reformer
awho challenged the power of the Catholic
»aristocracy arid ‘'laid .the foundations for

{he Peasanl Revoll. Bul Luther threw In
with the aristéérats at the end, one says,
.. and betrayed'the revolution. Yés. the an-
..swer comes, @ little anhoyed, but he .
T .éhowed the Wﬂy for others.” ) o — "-t . ,lu_ LLTSRAS ¥
“ 7 And what about Frederick the Great -’

[N

.and Prussta? THink of Phusisla, and oneals; vow -
.ways thiriks of funkers* and milltarism, L B
? T ce gt N

g yes & : -
0 ..’“"gn!{‘. U yedCthatadyme , the Elist Germans say; BTy,

They came back, after the war, 4n the bag-

gage train of the Soviet armyi tomile a dev- .
‘Astated country lived in by the same -Oer--
Tnans who loved Hitler and Jregodiated bpr, isofitet crafly ‘;

them. They still don'L trusttHelr OWNIPOP-/ = 2ul, | 0 s =t '“:‘
ulation.”™ . L L TR I P ;:";v:-:-l;
2 What they aretrying to-oll howevesdsrn, o i1 - 1) i o ot

1o bulld an identity that witlbedasting, t0: 1n. »<5 30 noengg.:

tonstruct a structure of meantng sreunt s, + = B3 tw,g o i

‘the label: GDR. "The war 18 'overi offlcials.: o, ooy adly 3 <. v -
here always say. ""The German Detriberat|c s ¢ &y~ ;‘6.:,9,}1-‘,' ’
Republic has extated for over 30 years, and o
Berlin is its capital.” That 18 tHE TSt tRing
Thal strikes a visitor: the riew terrhiilogy.: = =~ e
“There 13 a ban on “Bast Berlfn" ‘L the g i 1t e 0
-6d when It might be considered the'Sowt™ "6 b oo s :
zone of occupation under fHé'FadrPower ~ ~  ron e
agreement Is long gone. Now, ‘évérywhere & wrais 1 ° [y o
here — on road signs, maps;-wéledming " C 0t T T il o
cards, movies - It Is “Berli, éapitafofithei *, ~ « ¥ »anl”
GDR" (Berlin, Hauptstadt dgFDDRLY &%t = oo
S ] nE CUTEY et sreaspeappesge] o
But ask someone here fheir nati l}{..m . L.
and they'll as often say Ggrmpnggn??c I, j’:x;r ﬁ%
zen of the GDR." There 18 a new sense.here ‘r:_'_‘;'*f"’"" e
that there are things In the bad ofd Ger- "' ™"« * . i

1 sl

N PR
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-
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Dy tHAmIE T g

tnan past that weren't sc bad, apd that . e
might help a sense of tmm@?fh;ﬁon Rw ?:‘-; h 'f;..
‘hood and belonging. The,}’;NwEeF’m%j;y,‘j:_r_' ittt A 2o
It scems. goes down better with some gl 7 ° TS
ments of the old. Many of the stdrk, = - Tf”?smr
bombed-out palaces of the bourgeoisie that, " ™ g e
served as brutal memorials of the war now s il

have scaffolding around them, for recon- -
struction. Even some of the clty’s magnifi-
cent churches will be redone, with sub- - 1
.stantla) help from the Wést German falth- AW e B
-ful. Dreaden. especially. 18 an enviable ex- AIE R L
ample of skilled reconstruction.with few ...z, T
resources, and though there-have-been .yt 11, 050 ; A
merous mistakes, jt Is onceagaln a beautl:.. . s g
[l clly ' TR A U LR R T ,Ii‘;?;‘-‘l‘i-,;{:__
But also, In the last few:years, dherehag. . . .. o e b
been a new.Interest In Pruseda: thefamous. . .~ . F'v 7
statue of Frederick the;Gréat-thatslay ofw it g N e o
ils side for so many mm'mpﬁmm&;}'hzgs( ""“ e s\_, et
brought to Berlin last-August-and set 0. ¢ b W1, gy g v
. righl_on Unter den Linder. /Angd 1 3983, “prr sieniin , ip 5.
. the East Germans will throw a-hig celebra- SO [ = = e
-tion for the 500th anntversary of the birth R £
.of Martin Luther. Joms e S M Lierhy g pas
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+ . <Dt the Prussians produced a lot - mare :
wriathag. war, and Frederick-was alsd n great T
4 nilyoTefarmngr, HE drganized.’ one :
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