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Economy

Continued from Page 6

Mr. Blackwell, the Republican
secretary of state, says Ohio can
rebound by becoming friendlier
to business.

Ohio’s “confiscatory tax code”
and “costly regulatory environ-
ment” push the wealthy indi-
viduals who could finance those
companies to leave the state, he
contends. To entice investors,
Mr. Blackwell would cut taxes
and ease regulations. He rejects
the Cleveland Fed’s conclusion
that tax rates don't affect income
growth.

“I've spent a total of about 30
years working with the best eco-
nomic minds, looking at tax re-
form and trends in the national
and global capital markets,” he
says. “I've worked with the Fed-
eral Reserve bank, not just the
regional bank, over the years...
I don't need a think tank to an-
swer these questions for me.”

The wealthiest, most patent-
producing states in the nation
include low-tax New Hampshire
and high-tax Massachusetts.
Asked what states he looks to
as a model of low-regulation
economic growth, Mr. Blackwell
cites Indiana. Its average income
is slightly less than Ohio's. The
Fed study ranks it 26th in patent
generation.

Mr. Blackwell also proposes
leasing the Ohio Turnpike to pri-
vate investors for an estimated
$6 billion. He would split most
of the money between road con-
struction, which the Fed found
did not influence economic
growth, and business assistance
administered by the Ohio De-
partment of Development.

Both Mr. Blackwell and Mr.
Strickland acknowledge the de-
velopment department has not
stopped the state’s free-fall in
ideas. But neither candidate has
proposed substantial changes
to how the department targets
hundreds of millions of dollars in
economic incentives annually.

The search for solutions

Mr. Schweitzer and Mr. Bau-
er’s research does not conclude,
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Pam Buschur, who heads the Celina-Mercer County Chamber
of Commerce, says the town has rebounded since Huffy’s exit.

exactly, what policies would put
Ohio back on the right track.
They're still working on that.
But they suggest a few broad
principles: Identify the state’s
economic problems accurately,
prioritize higher education, and
emulate programs from more
successful states.

Politicians might also learn
from Celina, which found a way
to survive after Huffy closed and
left one-fifth of the town un-
employed. Some plant workers
ended up at Wal-Mart, which
pays less. But others landed
with new manufacturers, or they
studied nursing at the local col-
lege, or they opened their own
businesses.

The unemployment rate in
Mercer County is 3.9 percent, the
second lowest of Ohio’s 88 coun-
ties and 2 percentage points
below the state’s average. The
county’s average annual wage
grew by 23 percent since 1998
to more than $29,000. That still
falls below the state average of
$37,000, as it did eight years ago.

For 20 years, Huffy employed
Pam Buschur’s husband, while
she ran a pair of travel agencies.
After the layoffs, Neil Buschur
joined Fleetwood, a tractor-
trailer company in nearby De-
catur, Ind.

“It’s kind of funny because my
husband and I run into people
he worked with and 95 percent
have jobs that are better than
when they were with Huffy,” said
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Mrs. Buschur, now the executive
director of the Celina-Mercer
County Chamber of Commerce.
“Everyone’s just kind of bounced
back and moved on.”

Down Main Street from the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Celina police maintain a bi-
cycle patrol. One of the officers
recently grew unhappy with his
standard-issue ride, a custom-
ized Huffy.

He replaced it with a Trek.

Contact Jim Tankersley at:
jtankersley@theblade.com
or 419-724-6134.
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