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ATASTE OF SLAVERY

Child slavery

may taint
America’s
chocolate

By Sudarsan Raghavan
and Sumana Chatterjee
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~- - ATASTE OF SLAVERY —

- DALOA, Ivory Coast
' here may be a hidden ingredient in the choco-

late cake you baked, the candy bars your chil-

+ dren sold for their school fund-raiser or that
fudge mipple ice cream cone you enjoyed on
Saturday afternoon.

ol b Slave labor.

Forty-three percent of the world’s cocoa beans, the raw
material in chocolate, come from small, scatered farms in
this poor West African country. And on some of the farms,
the hot, hard work of clearing the fields and harvesting the
fruit is done by boys who were sold or tricked into slavery.
Most of them are between the ages of 12 and 16. Some are as
young as 9.

The lucky slaves live on com paste and bananas. The un-
lucky ones are whipped, beaten and broken like horses to har-
vest the almond-sized beans that are made into chocolate treats
for more formnate children in Europe and the United States.

Aly Diabate was almost 12 when a slave trader promised
him a bicycle and $150 a year to help support his poor par-
ents in Mali. He worked for a year and a half for a cocoa
farmer who is known as “Le Gros” (“the Big Man™), but he
said his only rewards were the rare days when Le Gros’
overseers or older slaves didn’t flog him with a bicycle chain
or branches from a cacao tree.

Cocoa beans come from pods on the cacao tree. To get the
400 or so beans it takes to make a pound of chocolate, the
boys who work on Ivory Coast’s cocoa farms cut 10 pods
from the trees, slice them open, scoop out the beans, spread
them in baskets or on mats and cover them to ferment.

Then they uncover the beans, put them in the sun to dry,
bag them and load them onto trucks to begin the long journey
to America or Europe, where they will become chocolate.



Aly said he doesn’t know what the beans from the ca-
cao tree taste like after they've been processed and
blended with sugar, milk and other ingredients. That hap-
pens far away from the farm where he worked, in places
such as Hershey, Pa., Milwaukee and
San Francisco.

“I don’t know what chocolate is,"” said
Aly.

Americans spend $13 billion a year’
on chocolate, but most of them are as ig-
norant of where it comes from as the
boys who harvest cocoa beans are about
where their beans go.

More cocoa beans come from Ivory
Coast than from anywhere else in the
world. The country’s beans are prized for
their quality and abundance, and in the
first three months of this year, more than
47,300 tons of them were shipped to the
United States through Philadelphia and
Brooklyn, N.Y., according to the Port
Import Export Reporting Service. At
other times of the year, Ivory Coast co-
coa beans are delivered to Camden, N.J,
Norfolk, Va,, and San Francisco.

Nineteen children were working
without pay on the farm of Lenikpo
Yoo, called "Le Gros." He was ar-
rested, but later freed.

Jjumbled together in warehouses, ships, trucks and rail cars. By
the time they reach consumers in America or Europe, free
beans and slave beans are so thoroughly biended that there is
no way to know which chocolate products taste of slavery and
which de not.

However, even the Chocolate Manu-
facturers Association, a trade group for
American chocolate makers, acknowl-
edges that slaves are harvesting cocoa on
some Ivory Coast farms.

A 1998 report from UNICEF, (he
United Nations Children’s Fund, con-
cluded that some Ivory Coast farmers use
enslaved children, many of them from the
poorer neighboring countries of Mali,
Burkina Faso, Benin and Togo. A report
by the Geneva, Switzerland-based Inter-
national Labor Organization, released
June 15, found that trafficking in children
is widespread in West Africa.

The State Department’s year 2000 hu-
man rights report concluded that some
15,000 children between the ages of 9
and 12 have been sold into forced labor
on cotton, coffee and cocoa plamations

, From the ports, the beans are shipped to

cocoa processors. America's biggest are ADM Cocoa in Mil-
waukee, a subsidiary of Decatur, ll.-based Archer Daniels
Midland; Barry Callebaut, which has its headquarters in
Zurich, Switzerland; Minneapolis-based Cargill; and Nestle
USA of Glendale, Calif., a subsidiary of the Swiss food giant,

But by the time the beans reach the processors, those picked
by slaves and those harvested by free field hands have been

in northern Ivory Coast in recent years.
Aly and 18 other boys labored on a 494-acre farm — very
large by Ivory Coast standards — in the southwestern part of
the country. Their days began when the sun rose, which at
this time of year in Ivory Coast is a few minutes after 6 am,
They finished work about 6:30 in the evening, just before
nightlall, when fireflics were beginning to illuminate the

Continted on next page



e beatings were

a part 0 my life’

Continued from cover

velverv night like Christmas lights. They wudged home
to a dinner of buned bananas. [f they were lucky, they
were treated (6 yams seasoned with saltwater “gravy.”
After dinner, the bovs were ordered into a 24-by-20-
foot room, where they slept on weoden planks without
martresses. The only window was covered with hardened
mud except for a baseball-size hole to let some air in.
“Once we entered the room., nobody was allowed to

go out,” said Mamadou Traore, a thin, frail youth with

serious brown eyes who is 19 now. “Le Gros gave us
_ cans to urinzte. He locked the door and kept the key.”

“We didn't cry, we didn't scream,” said Aly

‘(pronounced Al-ee). "We
thought we had been sold,
+ but we weren’t sure.”
. The boys became sure
.one day when Le Gros
- walked up 1o Mamadou and
ordered him to work harder.
“I bought each of you for
25,000 francs (about 535),"
the farmer said, according to
Mamadou (MAH-mah-doo).
vou have 10 work harder
danburse me.”

Aly was barely ¢ feet tail
when he was sold into slav-
ery, and he had a hard dme

_carrying the heavy bags of
cocoa beans,

“Some of the bags were
taller than me,” he said. "It
ook two people to put the
bag on my head. And when -
you didn’t hurry, you were
beaten.”

He was beaten more than
the other boys were. The
fainr scars on ks back, right
shoulder and left arm are
still visible, .

“They said he wasn't
working very bard,” said
Mamadou,

“The bearings were a part
of my life,” Aly said. “Any-
. time they loaded you with bags and you fell while carry-
ing them, nobody heiped you. Instead, they beat you and
beat you until you picked it up again.”" .

At night, Aly had nightmares about Working forever
in the fields, about dying and nobody noticing. To drown
I:hem out, he repiayed his memaories of growmg up in

over and over agaifl: -

“T was always thinking about my parents and how {
' get back to my country,” he said

wut he didn’t think about trying to escape.

“ was afraid,” he said, his voice as faint as the scars
on his. skinny body, *T had seen others who tried tq es-
cape. When they tried they were severely beaten.”

2

Siaka Traure, 16, plants cotton on the;
farm of Dote Coulibaly. Siaka wasi
tricked into siavery. He said he tried

escape, but was caught and mtimudatedt'
and has never tried again. :

L

Le Gros (Leh GROW} whose name 15 Lemxpo Yeo,
denied that he pad for the boys who worked for him, al-
though Ivory Coast farmers often pay a finder’s Je2 10
someone who delivers workers to them. He aiso demed
that the boys were underfed, locked up at night or farced
10 work more than 12 hours a day withour breaks. He
said they were treated well, and that he paid for thewr
medical reatment.

“When I go hunting, when get a kill. I divide it in hal?
— one for my family and the other for them. Even if I
kill a gazelle, the workers come and share it.”

He denied beating any of the boys.

“I've pever, ever laid hands on any one of my work-
ers,” Le Gros said. “Maybe I called themn bad words if1
was angry. That’s the worst I did.”

Le Gros said a Malian overseer beat one boy whe
had run away, but he said he himself did not order any
beatings.

One day early last year, a boy named Oumar Kone
was caught ving to escape. One of Le Gros’ overseers

. beat him, said the other boys and local authorides.

A few days later, Oumar ran away again, and this
time he escaped. He told elders in the local Malian im-
migrant commumey what was happemng on Le Gros’
farm They called Abdoulaye Macko. who was then the
Malian consul general in Bouake. a town north of
Daloa, in the hcan of Ivory Coast's cocoa- and coffee-

wing region.

Macko (MOCK-0) went to the farm with several po-
lice officers, and he found the 19 boys there. Aly. the
youngest, was 13. The oldest was 21. They had spent
anywhere from six months to four and a half yearson L2
Gros’ farm.

“They were tred, slim they were not smiling,”
Macko said. “Except one child was not there. This one,
his face showed what was happening. He was sick, he
had (excrement) in his.panis. He was lying on the

+ ground, covered with cacao leaves because they were

.

sure he was dying. He was almost dead. ... He had been
severely beaten.”

According 10 medical records, other boys had
healed scars as well as open, infected wounds all over
their bodies.

Police freed the bays, and a few days later the Matian
consulate in Bouake sent them all home to their villages
in Maki. The sick boy was treated at a local hospital, then
he was sent home, too.
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Le Gros was charged with
assault against children and
suppressing the liberty of |
people. The larter crime car-
ries 2 five- to 10-vear prison
sentence and a hefrv fine,
said Daleba Rouba, anorney
general for the region.

“In Ivorian law, an adult
who orders a minor to hut aod
hurt somebody 1s automau-
cally responsible as if he has
commitied the act,”” Rouba
said. “Whether or not Le
Gros did the beatings himself
or ordered somebody, he is
liable.”

Le Gros spent 24 days in
jail before being released
pending tral. Rouba said
the case against Le Gros is
weak because the witnesses
against him have ail been
sent back to Mali.

“If the Malian authorities
are willing to cooperate, if
they can bring two or three of
the children back as wimess-
es, my case will be sronger,”
Rouba said.

Mamadou Diarra, the
Malian consul general in
Bouake, said he would look
into the maker.

Child wafficking experts say inadequate legislauon.-
ignorance of the law, poor law enforcement, porous: *
bordérs, police corruption and a shortage of resources -
help perpetuate the problem of child slavery in Ivory
Coast. Only 12 convicted slave traders are serving nme
in Ivorian prisons. Another eight, convicted in absenta,
are on the lam.

The middiemen who buy Ivory Coast cocoa beans
from farmers and sell them to processors seldom visit
the country’s cocoa farms, and when they do, it's 10 ex-
amine the beans, not the workers. Young boys are a
common sight on the farms of West Africa, and it's im-
possible to know without asking which are a farmer’s
own children, which are field hands who will be paid
150 to $180 after 2 year's work and which are slaves.

“We've never seen child slavery. We don't go to

the plantations. The slavery here is long gone,” said
G.H. Hajdar, a cocoa buyer in Daloa, in the heart of
Ivory Coast’s cocoa region. "We're only concemned
. with our work."” .
i* The Chocolate Manufacturers Association, based in
¥Vienna, Va, at first said the mdustry was not aware of
. slavery, either. After Knight Ridder began inquiring
about the use of slaves on Ivory Coast cocoa farms, how-
ever, the CMA in late April acknowledged that a proh-
lemn might exist and said it swongly condemned “these
practices wherever they may occur.” .

In May, the association decided to expand an Ivory
Coast farming program to include educaton on “the im-
portance of children.” And in June, the CMA agreed to
fund a survey of child labor practices on Ivory Coast co-
coa farms,

Finally, in late June, the CMA announced some details -
of the joint study, which will suryey 2,000 cocoa farms in
Ivory Coast. “Now we are not debatinig that this is que,”
CMA President Larry Graham said when asked about co-
coa farm slavery. *“We're accepting thar this is a fact”

Ivorian officials have found scores of enslaved children
from Mali and Burldna Faso and sent them home and they
have asked the Intemational Labor Organization, a gioba]
workers' rights agency, to help them conduct a child labor
survey that's expected 10 be completed this vear

But they continue to blame the probiem on wmmi-
grant farmers from Mali and on word cocoa prices that

- have failen almost 24 percent since 1996, from 67 cents

apound to 5] cents, forcing impoverished farmers to use.
the cheapest labor thev can find.

Ivory Coast Agnculture Minster Alfonse Douary

" calls child slavery a marginal “clandestine phenome-

non” that exists on only a handful of the country’s more
than 600,000 cocoa and coffez farms.

“Those who do this are lidden, well hidden.” said
Douaty (Doo-AH-tee). He said his governrrent is clamp-
ing down on chuld aaffickers by beefing up border pawols
and law enforcement, and running education campaiens
to boost awareness of ang-slavery laws and effors.

Douary said child labor in Ivary Coast should not be
called slavery, because the word conjures up wmages of
chains and whips. He prefers the term “indenmured labor.”

Ivory Coast authorities ordered Le Gros to pay Aly
and the other boys a total of 4.3 million African Finan-
cial Community francs (about 36,150) for their time
as indentured laborers. Aly got 125,000 francs (about
$180) for the 18 months he worked on the cocoa farm.

Aly bought himself the very thing the trader whe en-
slaved him had promised: a bicycle. It has a light, a yel-
low horn and colorful bottle caps in the spokes. He rides
it everywhere.

Aly helps his parents by selling vegetables in a nearby
market, buthe stiil doesn't understand why he was aslave.

When he was told that some American children
spend nearly as much every vear on chocolate as he was
paid for six months’ work harvestng cocoa beans, he
replied without binerness:

I bless them because they are eaung it.”

SEE PARTTWO OF THIS STORY GN PAGE 4
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Mombi Bakayoko, 15, harvests cocoa pods on a famm he worked on for nearly a year. In
early June, he returned to his home in Mali after he fell ill.

“How slave-grown cocoa gets into chocalate

A Cocoa grown and harvested by slave boys in Ivory Coast makes.jts wayrnta.tbew
i, , chocolate products sold in the United States and other mdustrfaiized cgyn e
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Slaves may also
pick coffee beans

hocolate isn't the only
American staple tant-
ed by slavery. In addi-
tion to being the king

\J of cocoa, Ivory Coast
is the world's fourth-

largest Robusta coffes grower, after
Viemam, Indonesia and Uganda.
The two crops often are grown (o~
gether, so the taller cacao trees can
shade the coifee bushes, and on
some farms, young slaves harvest
coffec beans as well as Lhe cacao
pods that yield cocoa beans.

Robusta beans are blended with
milder Arabica beans 1o make
ground coffees and alse are used to
make espresso and instant coffees.
About 5 percent of Robusta beans
come from Ivory Coast. During the
first three months of this year, nearly

1,844 short tons of coffee beans
were shipped from Ivery Coast o
Charleston, S.C., Houston, and
Long Beach and Qakland, Calif., ac-
cording 10 the Pori Import Export
Reportng Service.

As wih cocoa, there's no way ©
tell whether a shipment of coffee
beans contains beans picked by slaves
ar those picked by paid workers.

Some industy execuives say
that who picked the coffee beans is
no concern of theirs.

“This government and this in-
dusty is not respensible for what
happens in a foreign country at all,”
said Gary Goldstein of the National
Coffee Association, which repre-
sents the companies that make Fol-
gers, Maxwell House, Nescafe and
other brands. “We don't enforce
their labor laws. ... Isn’t it the Ivory
Coast government’s job 1o enforce
its own laws7”

Others say they don't think
slaves are picking coffee beans in
Ivory Coast

“I am 99.9 percent certain that
you are not drinking coffee from a
farm that exploits child labor or uses
slavery,” said Celcius Lodder of the
London-based International Coffee
Organization.

*“It might be the case but I don’t
know,” lodder added, saying he

_ 't underestimate the problern.
" “Ifit is happening, then by all means
let’s fight thern.”

Some companies already have
wuned elsewhere for their coffee
beans.

“We buy no coffee from Cote
d'Ivoire (the official name for the
former French colony), and we have
not for approximately five years,”
said Sylvia Wuif, the vice president
of marketing for the coffee and tea
division of Chicago-based Sara Lee
Corp., which supplies more than
200 million pounds of coffee to
more than {00,000 restaurants in the
United States. “‘We made a decision
that it was not an area of the world
we wanted to do business with,
based on some of the practices that
we are learning more about.”

Glendale, Calif.-based Nestle

USA, which makes Nescafe, said it
doesn't use Ivory Coast Robusta
beans in the coffees it sells in the
United States, though it does use
them elsewhere.

Maxwell House, a upit of Philip
Morris™ Kraft Foods, based in North-
field, IIL., did not respond to inquiries
about the origins of its coffee. Neither
did Folgers, part of Cincinnati-based
Procter and Gamble. Shipping
records show that 337 short tons of
green Ivory Coast Robusta beans
were sent o Folgers through Hous-
ton on March 18. There were no list-

A worker at the Society of
Commercial and Agricuttural
Producers’ warehouse in
lvory Coast stands next to
bags of coffee beans.

mngs for Maxwell House in the ship-
ping records examined.

Many coffee companies are re-
luctant to divulge the sources of
their beans because they blend them
according 1o their own recipes,
known as “'signature taste profiles.”

“The signature taste profile is
considered proprietary,” a compa-
ny-held secret no different from the
formula for Coca-Cola, said Gold-
stein of the Nadonal Coffes Asso-
ciation.

He added that the coffee market
fluctuates so wildly — with droughts
one year and too much rain’ another
~— that the supply and quality of a
pardcular bean are never assured. So
companies reformulate their biends
to ry 10 get a consistent taste. All
these factors make it difficult for the
indusery 1o ell customers where their
coffee came from, Goldstein said.

Asked abour that difficulty,
Thomas Donaldson, a professor of
business ethics at the University of
Peansvhvama's Wharton business
school. smd: “Wharever trade secrets.
whatever branding leverage comes
from not saying a source pales along-
side the specter of child siavery.”

— Sumana Chanerjee and Tish Wells



1a at dusk
long day working cn an lvory Coast cocoa farm.

cocoa and other crops has left his pants, right. in tatters.

Mamadou left his home in Mali to search for a job. A traffick-
er brought him to the Ivory Coast town of Daloa, where he
signed this contract, below, agreeing to work on a cocoa famm
for a year for about $170, less expenses. The contract is writ-
ten in French, a language Mamadou does not speak or read.
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B efor slavery gets passed

along ‘chocolate chain’

- ow could modem society allow
I youngsters to be enslaved to produce a
crop that becomes the very food —
chocolate — that symbolizes happi-
ness, luxury and romance?

.L It can happen because it's nearly
hidden. The enslaved boys whom Knight Ridder found
warked mostly on small farms scattered in remote parts
of Ivory Coast. Few people get o the farms, even those in
the cocoa rade. If they visit and see children at work, it's
nearly impossible to tell if the children are members of
the farmer’s family or have been bought by the farmer,

who may or may tot pay them after years of work
That allows everyone along the chocolate chain to
pass blame and responsibility for the boy siaves to some-
one else, Farmers who use slaves blame the people re-
sponsible for the price of cocoa Middlemen who deal
with farmers say they don’t sez any slavery. Ivory Coast
government officials who enforce slavery laws say it's
foreigners who are selling and using slaves in their coun-
try. Cocoa suppliers say they can’t be responsible be-

cause they don’t control the farms. Chocolate compa- |

nies say thev rely on their suppliers to pmvidc €ocoa un-
tainted by slave labor. The trade associations blame
Ivory Coast's unstable political sitration. Apd con-
sumers don’t have an inkling that-their favorite choco-
late treats may be tainted by siave labor.

Sekongo Nagalouro doesn't think the boys working
on his Ivory Coast farm are slaves. It's true that he gave a
trafficker money for them. Andit’s true that he hasn't paid

‘them yet for the work they do. But ke intends to pay them

at the end of the year from bis crop profits, he said. Pro-
vided he can take care of his famity and future crop ex-
penses first It all depends, hesald.,onthcpnceofcocoa.
*Maybe there are some peopie who think this is mod-
ern-day slavery, but I don't think so,” Nagalouro said.
Many who acknowledge that slavery exists offer the
same cxplanation: the low price of cocoa. -
“We cannot blame the farmers for exploiting these
workers,” said Abdelilah Benkirane, commercial direc-

tor of the Sociery of Commercial Agriculmral Pmducers

of Daloa, one of Ivory Coast's biggest cocoa and coffee
buyers, which exports 80 percent of its purchases to the
United States and Europe. “The farmer has no influence

- on the global system. The system dictates the price.”

Ivory Coast government officials concede that slaves
work oo some of the country's cocoa farms. But they be-
lieve that slavery'is a small — though
spreading — problem confined most-
ly to farms run by forzigners.

“Thank heavens, the proporton of
this type of criminai farmers remains
very low sdll,” Ivory Coast Agricul-
tre Minister Alfonse Douary told
members of the cocoa industry who
were meeting in London in May. “Cne
must also observe that a rminuscule
part of the native population is start-
ing, nevertheless, to get involved.”

Douaty also blames cocoa prices,
and says other nations must help.

“Al an internatonal level, we must
also combine our efforts in cornmitting
to prices which provide sufficient in-
come o the basic producer, so as to
avoid perpetuating poverty in export-
ing countries and thus creatng the con-
didons which lend themselves to the
development of slavery in whichever
form it presents itself.”

People who work in the cocoa and
chocolate industries aren’t sure there
really are slaves harvesting the beans
they buy and process.

“You damm Americans with your
Nike shoes think there is child slavery in
chocolare,” said Valerie Issumo, who
goes into the fields as a buyer in West
Africa. for ED&F Man, a top cocoa
processar. “I have never seen any child
siaves in all my wavels through Africa”

“Everyone we have talked to in the



country who has worked there years and years has nev-
er seen this practice,” said Lamy Graham, president of
both the Natonal Confectioners Associatdon and the
Chocolate Manufacturers Association of Vienna, Va
“Tf it exists, then we are going to correct it,” Grabam
said, *... starting with government action, working with

NGOs (nongovernmental organizauons) and educating
fanmers. ... That is, if there is a problem.”

Weeks later, Grahamn conceded that slaves do work on
Ivory Coast cocoa farmmns. “Inidally, there was quite a lot of
debate about whether this was wue and how serous it
was,” hesaid. “. .. Now we are not debating that this is true.
We're accepting that'this is a fact”

“We buy a finished product long
beyond the bean,” said Gary Regen-
baum of Mom ‘n Pops candy compa-
uy of New Windsor, N.Y., which
buys chocolate 10 coat its lollipops.
] have never considered where the
beginning of this product came from.
... I'll look into this and make every
effort to stop it

Most distant of all from the farm is
the consurner, who has little reason to
think about who harvested the cocoa
beans that went into the gaily wrapped
chocolate at the candy counter.

“In Canada, Euwrope, America,
what we have on our shelves is cheap,
such as coffee, chocolate bars,” said
Michel Larouche, the West Affica re-
gional director for Save the Children
Canada *Tf we put a stop to child traf-
ficking the prices of certain things —
cotron shirts, coffee, candy bars — will
rise. The reality is if your products are
this cheap, it's because of this simation.

“Are (the companies) responsi-
ble?” Larouche said. “t’s hard to say
one is responsible. It's easier to look
ar who is not responsible.

“Every tme one closes his eyes
and buys a product made by chil-

The children and nephews of the farmer called “Le Gros” camry lumber on
his farm near Bangolo. He had trouble finding people to harvest his cocoa
after he was arrested for working 19 youths on his farm without pay. lvorian
.authorities forced him to pay the boys.

dren, then he is also responsible. He
becomes an accomplice.”

— Sumana Chagterjee

and Sudarsan Raghavan



PART TWO
Promises of paid

jobs, better life

By Sudarsan Raghavan and Sumana Chatrerjee
Photaos by Evelyn Hockstein

DALOA, Ivory Coast

= .
| \ usinessmen called

“locateurs’™ wait in the
H litde bus station in the
larpe border town of
- u crammed mini-buses
leave for Ivory Coast every 30 min-
utes. They search the crowds for
children raveling alone, looking lost
or begging forfood. ¢ |

“Would you like a great job in
Cote d’Ivoire”” they ask, using the
official name of the former Prench
-olony. *Ican find you one.”

The dusty alley behind the bus
station is brimming with vendors
selling everything from food to cig-
arettes. There are cobblers and shan-
tv kiosks selling bootleg tapes of
Wesr ' “rican pop music. Chickens
and; .abound, and dust mingles
with the scent of raw meat

There also is a dark warehouse
with blackened walls and a thick
wooden door covered with tin sheet-

ing that locks from the outside. -

Malian officials say slave traders
sometimes keep their young wcnms
here overnight so they can’t escape.

Kadi Samaka, a sidewalk vendor,
sits in front of the warehouse and
sells the peanuts she roasts in a black
kertle. She has waiched adults bring
children carrying bags to sleep in the
warehouse.

“Sometimes, the men buy the
children some food,” said Samaka,
19. “The next morning, they take the
children and go.”

Samaka said she doesn't inter-
vene. *"The children locked happy.”
she explained, shrugging. .

“Slavery is 50 much a part of the
strucnure of society that it becomes
invisible,” said Beth Herzfeld of
Anti-Slavery International, a non-
profit group in London that formed
in 1839 and provided moral and ma-

terial support to-the Amencan aboli- !

3o iy

tionist movement.

“T' 5 a part of Africa where
childre. . our of respect, will do any-
thing t© help their parents. Many
men have two or three wives: and
dozens of children, and it’s common
to see boys and girls as young as 6

Sikasso, Mali, where'

selling coconut milk in shells on the
streets,

Virtually all the boys who wind
up working on cocoa farms come
from poor farming families and sei-
dom getany schooling. Boys of their
backgmund generally start working
in their parents’ fields between the
agesof 12 and 15,

When times weren't so bad,
Malian parents who were too poor to
afford proper schooling placed their
children with betner-off families to
learn skills such as farming. The ap-
prenticed children were treared
properly and almost always retarned
home,

And for decades, the more pros-
perous [vory Coast has offered chil-
dren from Mali and other Adrican
countries not only a living but alsc a
chance to see the world cutside their
villages, to learn new skills and 10
bring home some money after a year
or two.

But hard dmes “have enhunere-
the greed of people,” said Ndolamt
Ngokwey, the deputy regicnal di

. rector for West Africa for UNICEF.

Slave wading “is a kind of perver-
sion of a tradidonal practice, which

is mow becoming a very visible -

problem.”

“In the Malian mentality, when
your child leaves your family, we
think he’s going to be safe with oth-
er adults,” said Malian child welfare
official Sibiry Dembele. “We cannot.
consider an old man doing harm to
the kid. Even wday, it’s difficult to
convince some Malians :hat thei:r
children were being traffick
. Most™of ' the slave tmdf:rs e
Malian men, but wormen and Ivo-
rians also work in the trade. *

Malians don’t need passports or
visa$ o enter IvoryCoasr_ In theory,

! children younger than 18 cannot

cross the border unless thcy are ac-
companied by an adult, who must

! show identification. If the adult s a’
- relative, no. questiops are” asked

about children traveling with himn If
not; the children must have permis-
sion from theif parents to cross the 2
border.

That's why the mwaffickers often
order the children to call thern “un-
cle” or “aunt.” And a few bucks ofien
can convince the authorities, as well.

“The police somedmes check the
IDs, and sometmes they are the ones

taking bribes,” said Felix Ackebo of
UNICEFE.

Once they are across the border.
the waffickers usually hand over the
children 1o other traders, who deal
them 10 Ivorian and Malian immi-
grant farmers in cocoa and coffeé-
producing regions such as Daloa,
where signs advertsing Nestle Quik
dot the srreets.

Traffickers bring as many as 10
boys amonth to Siaka Cisse’s small,
ramshackle house in Dalea, which
doubles as his son’s furniture shop.
From there the 60-year-old former
bus driver distributes smuggled chil-
dren to local farmers. .

Disoriented and scared, the boys
must Cisse because like many of
thern he speaks Bamara, a Malian
tribal language.

Neither Cisse nor the farmers ask
where or how the wraffickers got the
children. Virtually ail the boys are il-
literaee, but Cisse gets them to sign
— usvally with a scrarchy squiggle
— a “contract” scrawled in French
on notebook paper. It says they
agree to work for about $180 a year.
But they evenwally discover they
may not be paid that year, and that
many will never be paid at all.

Cisse (SEE-say), who has 20
children of his own, said he receives
»aly a small “gift” from each farmer
— 31 or 32 per child. But a boy
named Mombi Bakayoko said his
master paid Cisse aboutr $13 for
him, and another 320 *wansport
fee” 1o the wafficker who brought
him to Ivary Coast. Other boys said
Cisse gets an average of about $12
per child.

If any children he placed get

paid, Cisse makes sure it’s in front of,

th ﬂueech:]dmnheplaced said

they had to give him a cut of what
they had earmned.

“T have no deal with the kids,” re
.sponded Cisse;'a stouf'than in 7 lifne

gieen robe and a purple Muslim *

skull cap. “The farmers pay me.”
Does he see anything wrong with
dealing in children?
“I don't know their ages,” he
said *T only pick smrdy kids.™
Cisie said ir's pot his fault if
farmers abuse the children He said
he had gone to farms four times in
the past three years to retrieve chil-
dren after they sent.messages to him
through people tmve].mg to Daloa.
Why? -

“Lack of food. for example.”

What did he do with those chil-
dren?

“Found them work with other
farmers.” He said he did that at the
boys’ requestL

Cisse said he hadn't wafficked ir
young teens for the past year, be-
cause local Malian elders expressec
concem.

“Ever since the Malian commuit-
tee told me not to deal in kids, I've
stopped bringing i3-year-olds,” he
said, smiling.

When a reporter told Cisse tha
one of his clients had produced rw¢
contracts, one for a 15-year-old anc
one for a 16-year-ald, both preparet
and signed last Year by him, he ap-
peared startled.

He paused. then casually re
sponded; “That could be. Unless
see them, I don't know.”

Then he Aashed a warm smile
and asked politely: “Where ant
they?”.

The two teen-agers were 3(
miles away on cocoa farmer Sekon
go Nagalouro's small sun-dapple:
plantation.

“I need labor, and since there’
this offer from the fixers, we ge
these kids to work here,” Nagalour:
explained. “I treat them well.”

Nagalouro (Naa-gah-LOW-row
said he plans to pay the boys at th
end of the year, but only if he make
enough money for his family and fo
expenses for the next season’s crop

He now seils his cocoa beans fc
a little more than 30 cents a pounc
Last year, he got about 45 cents; th
year before, 50 cents. If there’s
preblem with him being able to pa:
tie boys, he said, he'll discuss it wit
Cisse, not with them.

“Maybe there are some peopl
who think this is modern-day slav
ery, but I don’t think so,” said Nags
louro; “What agreements the kic
have with those who brought ther
here (to Tvory Coast), I don’t knov
about. All I know is when they ar
available, I go and get them.”J

SEE PAKT TWO OF TS STORY ON PAGE



Foussemy Cisse, 15,
above, clears fields on
an Ivory Coast cocoa
farm. At right, Mombi
Bakayoko stares out of
the tiny window in the
mud-brick house where
he lived while working
on another Ivory Coast
cocoa farm. Mombi said
he couldnt leave for
nearly a year because
" his master confiscated
his identity card.




;@I\‘Tot-n -

Bakayoko, 15, right, holding cacao pods
that he has just cut down, sald his master
paid Cisse $13 for him and a $20 "trans-
port fee” to the trafficker who tricked him
into coming to Ivory Coast from Mali. Nel-
ther Cisse nor the farmers ask where or
how the traffickers got the boys. Although
nearly all of the boys are illiterate, Cisse
geis .them 1o sign contracts written in
French. " don't know their ages,” Cisse
says. “t only pick sturdy kids.” He says it's
not his fault If farmers abuse the children. *
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Some dare acting

to free child slaves.

ne recent day in the vil-

lage of Bediala 20 miles

northeast of the wown of
Daloa in central Ivory Coast, a
group of Malian elders gathered
under a mango tree for an unusual
meeting.

A member of the local Malian
immigrant committee .in Daloa
had come to eniist their help. :

"7 “We are searching for: Maham
children who are Working: qn,ﬂfé:
plantanons. yourg: chﬂdrt‘:rr%ﬁho

- Some elders nodded -

“Children who are bemg badly
treated,” Diamma continued. (pro-
nounced Dee-AR—uh) More elders
nodded.

“Have you seem any young
children in this simadon?”

The elders whispered among
themselves, then summoned some
young people in the village and
asked them if thev knew of any such -
children. A haif-hour later, the el- :
ders had a narne: Mombi Bakayckeo,
15, who was working on a planta-
ton about 10 miles away.

Diarra went 1o see Mombi
(MOM-bee), who was working

long hours for ne pay, had barely .among._

any food and hadn’t seen his par-
ents in nearly a year. His master
wast’t there, but Mombi couldn’t

escape because he didn't have

any money, didn’r speak French
and didn’t know where he was.
To make sure he didn’t oy to
leave, his master had conﬁscmcd
h:.s identity card. .. -

. Dviarra Had no lecral amhontyto
freehiomlx, but hemade ame‘ntai
nore ta return; He foped to negoti-
ale \/fgvmbi mrgg, oratléasten-

- grant ¢ YOIy, S 08
mdudmg- “one. in wmallyfﬁvﬂ'.?*

town and village:ir 1 t&e‘mmuy s

COCRA Py pfocﬁlcmg tegions. They or-

. dinarily deat mthvzﬂagcrs d.a.y—to- F

protacuonagenmandd}emm e

. ddy: grqﬁl‘ems,
Iﬁﬁf?

il 2 vcud: W'ést’ 5.fn uovem

 Ients, ATE. jtsgzwgkmmg 1o, e

VE.

chﬂ”d‘s"la\?erypmbfemmd i .thf:

The government 6f Mak first be-
came aware that Malian children
were being enslaved in 1991, said
Sibiry Dembele, a Malian child wel-
fare official in the town of Sikasso. a
hub for child trafficking. But an
emergency plan w ideanfv offend-
ing farms and send people inio [vory
Coast o free the children and bring
- them home wasn't. larmched umll
“Agpril 20007 and it was done mostly

i:withsxq:port&mnfomgn donors

such ds Save the Children Cariada.
~ The: Mahan gover.runent ‘has®

i T—“no specific budget up (G How™ 10

ﬁghr child trafficking; s2id’Dem-
- belé. (DEHM- beh—tch} “Unform-
nately, this plan’is not as opera-
tiopal as we wish. There is'the po- -
litical will to face the pmblem. bur
finances are lacking.™

Between January and May, 324
minor boys were repamated
Mali, said Dembele. some from
farms and some who were swpped
after they had been taken across the
- border with Ivory Coast Malian
nnmxgrant commirtees p]ayed a
role in idendfying and freeing
oumberof them, Dcmbeie sa.ld.

Although the committees have
no formal power. they wield anthor-
ity in the rTnigrant commmity and
fammers who use Makian
‘workers. Most commitiee mermbers
are respected elders who work close-
lywith Malian governmenrofficials.

Many Ivory Coast farmers put
their: own. children to work in the
_fields, and don’t think they aredoing

wrong by explomna the childreq

meygerrmm maffickers, 'Iheyse!— _

come from. or how o]d they are,
Corrriitges” mémbers explain’that ..
.the children havebefmdehveredhy

ORI 5 A

mﬁﬁm@m

,cocoaandcoﬂ’eemaﬁe :thardtoget
“fam:erswst@mgchﬂdm

rying boxes. -and they raise raise ficpey:
to send the children home: Fm‘_g:h
- child, the conmnittees solicit doni -

_.slamtra;:kzrsandurgemefamsm '
find othet: workezsi: But Eoor .
sometlnng ioside a child.

+ Hons for the 9.000-franc (§13) bus
" fare back to Sikasso, 2.500. francs

($3.50) in pocket money and 1,500
francs.($2) for food.

Drissa Diarra works to free
enslaved children working
onfarmsin lvory Coast -

S e T e . .,

“Mormbi weat Eorne to Mali on ;
June 6, a month short of his one-

year contract When [haga, along
with a Knight Ridder reporter, re-
visited the farm on June 10, Mom-

" bi’s master, Sanon Soro, said the

Boy was sick and couldn’t work
anymore. Soro said he had offered
Mombi medical reatrnent

1 told him: 'If you die. people
will blame me. They will call me a
criminal.”™

But Mombi insisied on going
home.

identification card, which he said
he bad taken for “safekeeping.” He
also said he paid Mombi 3150 af-
ter deducting $13 for the mdnth
the boy couldn’t work and another
513 that he had paid a child waf-
ficker for MombL

Even freedom doesn't end the
suffering of some former child
slaves.

Many of the boys reamm home
exhausted. Aly Diabaie and Ma-
madou Traore, who were freed from
a cocoa farm, were as thin as skele-

-tons when they got home to Mali.

“You could see their bones,”
said their village chief, Kassoum
.. Diabate, who's no relation to Aly.
_“We thoughtthey would die soon.”

Psychologists and” chﬂd-traf
ﬁckmg SXperts say bondage IciI}s

"Theyarenotsmeofmmelvm

:"I'bey have no confidence “They
.I'm'efmr, said [brahirn. Haidara, a

psychologist who works for Sa.ve
the Children Canada in Sikassd.

. . ATy (AL-6e) sl remembers the
‘cacpo branches snapping in.the air,

the sHarp cack they made O SR~
bakgdshnmdmesungﬂmmed

. i eRmdRood. "When L came back

fromx the. pI'antanon, for along tirfie
I'was having nightmares,” said Aly,
14.*Tcan sill feel the beatings.”

Soro gave the boy back his -

Save the Children Canada is
building a rehabilitaton cemter in
Sikasso. called Horon So(“Freedom
Center’), to reat former child slaves
for psvchological problems and b
them become children again. A .
ceunseling method is simply o let
them piay with one another,

“These kids have been mbbed
of what is most precious to them.
Their childhood has been stolen,”
said Michel Larouche, the West
Afijca director of Save the Chil-
dren Canada, “Now they have 10
find their smile again, their.family,
their life. They have to faugh”

Some children, however, never
Tegain what was taken from them.
Mamadou s fathérdied, while be

" was & slave’ ml&erercast_ When
*viliagers told: Bmm: the ciayrhem—-
“trned, he dido’ tenyiRil

Eighteen months aﬁwthpnos

‘eatings and lies hiad hardened his -

souf-and snan:hed away his § Jmo-

_CCDCE

“What ‘can [ do??. asked Ma-
madou (MAH-mah-dog), in a low,
emotonless voice that suddenly
seemed deeper and oldes dian his 19
vears. “He's dead. I1 is God's will.”

— Sudarsan Raghavan



Above left, Zei Mathias lies
on a bench outside a
mosque in Daloa. This is
his bed. Zei was sold to 2
farmer but escaped. Now
he lives on the street and
does odd jobs, trying to
eam $15 for his bus fare
nome to Burkina Faso.
Above right, Mamadou Tra-
ore, 19, above, was luckier.
He was freed by authorities
from the farm of Le Gros.
He returmed home tc Mali,
thin and exhausted. At
left, Siaka Traure, 16, and
Brahima Male, 13, share a
bed in their mud-brick hut,
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T oteens fall in o sla ery’s trap

DALOA, Ivory Coasl
rahima Male and Sinka
Trmwe met two ycars
ago in the little bus sta-
tion in Sikasso, Mali,

where slave traders wail.

-t u Siaka was 14 and

Brahima was just urning 12, and Siaka
packed his nice olive green shirt be-
cause he thought he was going 1o have
“a good time” in Ivory Coast.

A locateur offered them work as
welders or carpenters. Neither hoy had
any experience al those tades, but the
locateur said his “big brother” in Ivory
Coast would pay theimn cach about $170
a year, 120,000 [rancs.

He offered to take them there (or [ree.

The two boys were laken (0 wail in
a warehouse near the bus station for a
few hours. More bays came, until there
were 15, Then lhey drove off in 1wo
white mini-buses with two men in each
vehicle.

“The locateur told us that if we were
stopped by police, we should 1cll them
that he was our elder hrother,” said Sia-
ka (Scc-All-ka).

When they neared (he border, the
boys were ordered (o gel out and take
motorcycle laxis. They continued on a
back road and slipped inlo Ivory Coast
undetected. ‘The (axis took them to a
nearby village, where the white mini-
buses were wailing 1o take them o lo
the town of Korhopo.

“I was suspicious, but 1 was also
scared,” said Brahima (Druh-11EE-
mth). “'We were abready across and [
didn't know how T could yun away. |
had no money.”

Dole Coulibaly was waiting in
Korhogo. He needed twa boys 1o work
on his cocoa and coffee fiwm near the
village of Ouroula.

Coulibaly (COQ-lec-haa-lee) said

= bought Brahina and Siaka for $28
each, bul the boys said he paid that
mnch for both ol them. Whalever the

-

Brahima Male, left, and Siaka Traure eat a meal of corn gruel by
lantern after a day of working on Dote Coulibaly’s cocoa farm.
They were tricked into working on the farm and haven't been

home in nearly lwo years.

price, two days laler they found them-
selves on his farm.

“When we arrived, hie had aot (old
us the whole story,” Brahima said, “He
told us we would work only in the co-
coa and coffee fields. But there werc
also collon, yam, com and rice fickls.
When you finish one field, you po o
another and another.”

Brahima is a tall, thin boy wilh mus-
cular arms and a cherubic face. He has
been enslaved on Coulibaly's faum near-
ly two years. e shares a windowless
mud hul with Siaka, and he doesn’t ask
much from life. He just wants {o leave.

But lic seldom thinks of trying o es-
cape. When Siaka tried to (lee [ast y
Coulibaly beat him, Siaka said.

“He ticd me behind my back with

wpe and beal me with a piece of
wood,” said Siaka, peeling back his
shirt 1o show Ihe scars on his left shoul
der and arm. *“Then he ook a small gun,
and said, ‘I'm going o kill you and
dump you in a well.””

Coulibaly denicd that he beal Sinka.
But he didn't apologize for intimidat-
ing and bullying Siaka and Biahima
inte subimtssion.

Afler all, he said, he paid $28 each
forthem,

"I let them go, I'm losing moncy,
becaunse 1 spent money for them,” ex-
plained Coulibaly, 39, weaung grimy
khaki pants and holding a machete. "It
will hurt me Io lose them. So when |
have the feeling thal a person is lrying
(o un away, | find that person aod ask

them why they want la leave.”

“One day, Siaka tried lo run away,”
he continued. "1 sat him down and
said, 'If you really don’t want lo work,
you give me my money and I'll let you
go.' Siaka snid, 'I'tn sorry, I'in somry.'
But I kept telling him lo give me my
money,

“Then [ said, “You know 1 spent
money on you. Il you Iry lo escape, I'll
calch you and beat you.' Aller thal, we
were on betler lerms. He's never been
impolite 1o me since then. ... 1 just
frighiened him."

Coulibaly Nashed a toothy smile and
shrugged, as il he expected his visilors
to understand,

He feeds the two boys adequately,
adl he gave them $18 cach to celebrate
two Muslim holidays. They used the
money o buy sandals and soap.

But when their year was up last Sep-
tember, he told them that two of his rel-
atives had died and he had had 1o pay
[or their funerals and other expenses.
So could the boys please wait witil Jan-
uary to be paid?

When January came, Coulibaly said
he would pay them at the end of this
year. But he admits he may have a hard
time raising the $680 he owes them for
iwo years' work. Last year, he made
only $570, and the economy is getling
wnrsc.

"“T'hese days you cannol make pre-
dictions anymore,"” snid Coulibaly.

He doesn’t walch the boys as close-
ly now. Since he owes (hein money, he
knows they won'l run away.

“If you leave, you are the loser and
he'll be happy,” snid Brahima, his
voice fading in the rustle of the wind.

So Siaka and Brahima never venlure
very far from their master's farm.

“Daloa is Paris (o us," saicd Brahima,
as he sat beside a big red termite hill and
walched Siaka work in the oliv- ~reen
shirt he had brouglht [or the go nes
in lvory Coast. It is in latlers,
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Below, Siaka Traure, 16, left, works along-
side Dote Coulibaly, lhe farmer who
bought him. Siaka and anclher slave,
Brahima Male, 13, haven't been paid in
nearly lwo years. Coulibaly, right, says he
may have a hard lime raising the $680 he
owes them. Last year, he made $570 and
lhe economy is getting worse. He said he
can't let the boys leave. He paid $28 for
each of them. “If | let them go, I'm losing
money, because | spent money for them.”

A TASTE OF SLAVERY




Mhaf it takes to make chocolate

; good deal of manual fabor is required to get cocoa beans ready for
mpment to factories, where they are processed into chocolate.

Breaking pods Fermenting, drying
N Workers split B Workers cover beans with :
- 3 2 i woody pods with burlap or leaves to ferment st
N machete: scocp out them; after about a week, ¢
\,.é- £ Idiife to reach and s beans; a pod yieids beans are spread out a
¥ gt melon-sized - about 40 beans dry, then put into large
i Fags for celivery e e
. ot 0 buyers ’
wﬂ ! -
. -

- it takes about 400 cocoa-
beans to make 1 ib.
of chocelate

©2001 KAT SOURCE Wminhy Sidear achr qgicn gurzau. <RT Pheto

At the factory
Blending, roasting

| Beans cleaned; different types
blended to recipe specifications, - 7
then roasted; shells removed,
leaving the meat or “nib”

- @rinding . S
" ENibs ground to release cocoabutter 3
eating non-alcoholic'cocoa liquers &
ﬁmat solldmes mto cakes .

IWET lCal’cespressedto ‘fr ‘y
i femove butter; then
. pulverized into:.cocoa . .
_powder; chocolate . . -
by mixing cocoa " .

with cocoa; <~ -

sugar, milk, nuts_°
and hermgred‘ entSrn,;*" -

vq l:'";: .‘.'.'-. —“_l_"’_ k . _ ® h" - ‘: r""-‘l'."
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Should | boycott
__choco].ate?

-Sonsmersthiat ! :
" use skives. Youalsomnwntcto votzrmc:nber§%f
grmsmnitotheWImcHousc-
. L N ]
Q:Whynotaboycott”'[helzstnmclfoundourm:
thing I didn "t like about a product, T just stopped buying it. -,

A: Lots of experts sav boycotting chocolate couldimake

tirngs worse for the boys waking on cocoa farms. Pee_plf:
from Anti-Slavery International and UNICEF.and cocoa -
* industry’ amalysts: say - that i many people: stopbu.ymg
chocolate, it could: drive‘dowt the price of cocoa That -
means less money foreveryone involved in cocoaproéﬁcv-
ton, especially the farmers. Farmers who' bee daves al- |

ready say it’s becanse they don’t make enough to pay the: B

boys. i the farmers make cvenlﬁs moncy,qutbcysmzy
wodgfarnommg ) ) e

e e 0" ~ -

o How unlﬂndoutxfmy favonu: bmnd 11SeS COCOoa -

from Ivery Coast?

employs slave labor?

Az There’s simply no way to tell. Cocoa beans picked by
slaves are mixed in with those picked by paid workers. That
tmppens out in the farm regions and at the warehouses in
Ivory Coast So the slave cocoa beans could be in amy sack,
in any shipment, and wind up in any chocolate bar or fudge
Erownie mix. The cocoa suppliers say they can’t guarantee
that their shlpments don tccrntamslave cocoa. . .

a;mxad té:e .S, Agency for InmanonaLDe- :
Acy thit delivers U.S_ assistnce (o de-

veIopmg countrics, to encourage farmers not © expknt

child labor. .
- And in recent months, the: Ivodan, government has be-
gun sending suspected slaves back: tn:d!:mlmmmuntna
—pamcnlmiy Mali and Burkinsi: Faso. The gov::mn:nt.
woﬂmgﬂnwgh groupsoﬂvﬁ!im elﬂers‘whe?ﬁv?aﬁ‘: the
*-.cocoa region and.have been i r active i tiying
ﬁnd'l\d’nﬁaﬁboyswhoarcmslzvedmﬁsmted. Ehey then
ale::tl;g:mpah&,.w}m mymdtﬁcﬁlms help
thie :

. Q: mammmeus uovemmcut?lsndbmg

“= s 1999; Piesident Bﬂamsgnedm cxccutm:

*-order prohibiting federal agencies from buyiig Products
- mzde using forced ormdennured child Iabor, bnx cocoa and

'*'éﬁsé'ﬁﬁ'lcamnm on the list of bunned products, The feder-

akgovunmzm does buy cocaa;xoducts-—-tthefcnseDc-

A,Moérchocolatcnmnfacumusesome]vory%asr“ -_;: : ," !

cocoa because their particular chocolate recipe isa blend of

beaps fromzall over the world. Unless mclabdqmﬁcaﬁy

______ e m.,

goodchanc&your chocolazf: hasﬁorv‘

says it uses anly cocoa froin some othier. counmy, thefes a
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billboards and signs dot the dListy streets of Daloa, lvory Coast. Nestle USA, which makes Nescafe, says
does not use Ivory Coast coffee beans in the coffee it sells in the United States, though it does use them else-

Beiow, Hershey, Pa., is home to Hershey Foods Corp., the No. 1 chocolate manufacturer in the United
‘ta - The company said it was shocked by reports of child slavery on cocoa farms.
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Chocolate, cocoa firms,
industry groups respo d

ere’s what companies in-

volved in chocolate pro-

ducton had to say abourt

young slaves being used

on farms 1 Ivery Coast,

world’s largest grower of
cocoa beans. Though a pumber of the com-
panies use Ivory Coast cocoa, there is no
way 0 know if the cocoa they buy carne
from farms that use slaves,

TRADE ASSOCIATION: Chocolate
Manufacmrers Association, Vienna, Va.

WHOM IT REPRESENTS: American
chocolate makers.

RESPONSE: Since Knight Ridder began
aslking about slavery in early May, the asso-
ciation's position has evolved. Officials first
said they were not aware of slavery in cocoa
production in Ivory Coast. Then they echoed
the position of Ivory Coast government offi-
ciais that the practice was small and confined

reign-owned farms in Ivory Coast.

0 recent weeks, the associadon has de-
cided 10 expand a farming program for Ivory
Coast farmers to include education on “the
importance of children.” And in early June,
the board vored 1o allocate money to survey
Ivory Coast farms to deterrnine the exient of
child slavery there.

COMPANY: Hershey Foods Corp., Her-
shey, Pa.

ROLE: No. 1 chocolate manufacsurer in the
United States. Also processes cocoa. Would
not say if it uses cocoa from Ivory Coast

RESPONSE: Is working with the Choco-
late Manufacrurers Association (o address
the issue. Will allocate money and personnel
for the associaton’s investigadon.

“Issues like this are extremely important
to us,” said John C. Long, vice president of
COrporale Communicarnions.

“This is a very complex issue without any
solution that js quick and easy.”
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COMPANY: Mars Inc., McLean, Va

ROLE: No. 2 chocolate manufacrurer in
the United States. Alsc processes cocoa
Uses cocoa from Ivory Coast.

HESPONSE: Did not respond to ques-

or requests for comment A Knight

1 deT reporter saw bags of Ivery Coast co-
coa beans being shipped w a Mars facility in
Pennsylvania. )

COMPANY: Russell Stover Candies of
Kansas Ciry, Mo.

ROLE: No. 3 chocolate manufacturer in
the United States. Buys from suppliers who
use cocoa from Ivory Coast

AESPONSE: Tom Ward, company
president, said its supplier contracts protub-
1t the use of child labor to produce any in-
gI’Cd.l&DI.S or materials. Ward said child .
slavery “is just not acceptable™ and that he
mighthold his supplier Jegally liable for de-
hvermg tainred goods,

COMPANY: Neste USA of Glendale,
Caiif.

ROLE: Chocolate manufacturer. Sup-
plies chocolate to other manufacturers and
small confectioners under the brand Peter's
Chocolate. Also processes cocoa. Uses co-
coa from [vory Coast has a warehouse
Daloa, Ivory Coast., and is a big presence in
that counrry.

RESPONSE: Did not respond to gues-
Hens or requests fer comment. A Knight
Ridder reporter saw bags of Ivery Coast co-
coa beans labeled for shipment to Nestle.

o8 e
COMPANY: Brach's Confections Inc.
of Chattanocga, Tenn. .
ROLE: Makes chocolates and candies un-
der the brands Brach and Brock. Could not
be determined if it uses Ivory Coast cocoa.
RESPONSE: Did not respond Lo ques-
doms or requests for comment
TRADE ASSOCIATION: CAOBISCO, -
Brussels, Belgium.
WHOM IT REPRESENTS: Ewopean
Union trade association for manufacmrers of
finished chocolate, confections and biscuit

s,

RESPONSE: “T don’t mind paying more
to the dgin people.”
CAOBISCO's sectetary general. “The indus-
try has no problam about paying mare for the
cocoa as lohg as we can ges guality and sus-
tainability, If it means you build another safe-
guard, then build it in.”” CAOBISCO is work-
ing with the other European trade groups to
study the prohlera and find a selution. he said.
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TRADE ASSOCIATION: Cocoa Mer-
chants’ Associarion of America, New York.
WHOM IT REPRESENTS: Buyers, traders

said David Zimmer, .

and cocoa specularors.

RESPONSE: “Tt would not be appropriate
for the associarion’s board of directors 1o
comment on cocoa companies,” said
Thormas P. Hogan, chairman.

" COMPANY: Cadbury Schweppes PLC
of London.
RCLE: Chocolate manufacmurer. Makes
Cadbury chocolate bars, Cadbury Eggs.
RESPONSE: Does not buy cocoa from
Ivory Coast Has a lorg-sianding human
rights policy prohibiting the use of forced la-
bor, especially for chuldren.

COMPANY: Lindt & Sprungli (USA)
Inc. of Stratham, N.H.

ROLE: Chocolate manufacmirer;” makes
Lindor Truffles. Parent company of San
Francisco-based Ghirardelli Chocolate Co.
Buvs cocoa from Ivory Coast

RESPONSE: Suppors the European Co-
coa Association’s efforts 1o investigare the
extent of the problem and develop remedies
with Ivory Coast Lindt spokeswoman
Sylvia Kalin said the company primarily
uses Caribbean cocoa and some from Ivory
Coast. She did not know the source of Ghi-

ardelli’s cocoa, and no one from that divi-
sion is permirted to speak 1o the news media

COMPANY: Godiva, a division of
Campbeil Soup Co., of Camden, N1.

ROLE: Makes luxury chocolates. Buys
from suppliers that use cocoa from Ivory
Coast.

RESPONSE: “We do not raise cocoa
firsthand,” said John Faulkner, spokesman
for Godiva. “We have a long-standing poli-
cy-t0 ensure that our supplies are in compli-
ance with labor laws and regulations. Any
supplier that is not in compliance would
need o change their practices.” -

Godiva is working with the Chocolate
Manufacturers Association to investigate the
problem in Ivory Coast

COMPANY:; World's Finest Chocolaie
of Chicago.

ROLE: Makes chocolates used in school
fund-raisers. Uses Ivory Coast cocoa

RESPONSE: “Tf that labor practice is go-
ing om, I thipk that is a huge concern. . . to us
as a company and to our industry,” said Ed-



World's chst Cbocol.a.te OpIc:r cautioned
that “we have to take steps to make sure thae

is the case.”
He said his company supports the
Chocolate Manufacturers Association’s ef-
forts to survey Ivorian cocoa farms’ labor

practices.
LI I

COMPANY: Archibald Candy Co. of
Chicago.

ROLE: Makes chocolates, including
Fannie Mzy, Fannie Farmer, Laura Secord
and Sweet Factory brands. Would not say if
it.buys chocolate made from Ivory Coast

. cocoa

RESPUNSE: Is working with the Choco-
late Manufacturers Association to invest-
gate child slavery in Ivory Coast, according
to Dome Communications Inc., its public re-
lations firm.
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COMPANY: Sec’s Candies Inc. of San
Francisca.
ROLE: Makes chocolans and cand;cs

Could not be determined if it uses Ivory

Coast cocoa .
RESPONSE: Asked that questions be
sent by e-mail, then did oot respond to them.

COMPANY Ben and Jerry’s Homemade
Inc. of South Burlington, Vt, a division of
Unilever N.V.

AOLE: Gourmet ice cream manufacturer,
inciuding a wide variety of chocolate-based
flavors. Could not be deterpmined if it uses
Ivory Coast cocoa,

RESPONSE: Did pot respond © qucs-
tons or requests for comment. '

COMPANY: Sara Lee Corp. of Chicago.

ROLE: No. | frozen baked-goods manu-
facturer uses cocoa and chocolatein its prod-
ucts, Could not be determined if it uses Ivory
Coast cocoa, ‘

RESPONSE: Did not respond to ques-
tops or requests for comment on cocoa The
company stopped buying coffee beans from
Ivory Coast five years ago.

“We made a decision that it was not an
area of the world we wanted to do business
with, based on some of the practices that we
are leaming more about,” said Sylvia Wulf,

vice president of marketing for Sara Lee’s

coffee a.nd tea dmsmn.

COMPANY: Maxficid Candy of Sa.l.t.:"“'

Lake City.

ROLE: Chocolate manufactrer; supplier|
of chocolate for Mrs. Fields Cookies. Buys
from suppliers that use Ivory Coast cocoa.

RESPONSE: Terry Mitchell, presideut
of Maxfield, said he was upset ta hear that,
c}:uld | slavery is used in the procfucucn of‘
cocoa. He said he would ‘be’
change suppliers if companies’ ca.nnotas-
sure him that his chocolate is free of child
slavery.

. liquor and then sells them
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Cocoa Association, Brussels, Belgium.

WHOM [T REPRESENTS: Roughly 75
percent of the European chocolate proces-
sors, manufacturers and traders. Scme
American firms, such as Cargill, also have
Joined.

RESPONSE: Asscciation Secretary-
General Robert Zehnder said the industry is
concerned that the slavery issue may ignite a
consurner boycott of cocoa and chocolate
products.

In response to news reports and public
pressure in Europe, the associadon is push-
ing for an investgation of the problem and
what it can do to combat it. I's also pressing
the Ivorian government to unite small farms
into small cooperatives, perhaps cufting out
middlemen and ensuring more money for
farmers.

. COMPANY: Archer Daniels Midland of
Decatur, 1.

¥ ROLE: The world’s leading grinder and
processer of cocoa beans ships direcly from
Ivory Coastto plants in the United States and
Europe. Sells under its own name and under
the Ambrosia, De Zaan and Merckens brand
pames. It processes cocoa beans to make
chocolate, cocoa powder and cocoa liquar
and then sells them to chocolate manufactur-
ers and food processors.

RESPONSE: Is working through its rade
associations on child slavery isSues.

“I think that is an abhorrent practice
that we fnd objectionable,” said ADM
spokesman I arry Cunningham.

The company often works directly with
farmers 0 streamline its supply chain, by-
passing middlemen in an
effort to direct more profit
10 the farmers and reduce
the temptation to use slave
labor.

COMPANY: Cargill of
Minneapolis.

RCLE: Oune of the top
five global processors of
cocoa beans; ships directly
from Ivory Coast to planis
in the United States and
Euwrope. Sells under its ~
own name and under the
brand Wilbur Chocolates
Co. It processes cocoa
beans 0 make choeolate,
cocoa powder and cocoa

ers and food processors™ |
* RESPONSE: Directed

all qutsuons to the Eum-
- fon, sociation.

‘Gary Guittard, CEO of
1o chocolate mamifactr- Guittard Chocolates,”™

chairman of the Choco—
late Manufacturers As-

ROLE: One of the top five processors of co-
coa beans. Supplies cocoa and chocolate 1o
mapufactrers such as Godiva as well as gmall-
er U.S. manufacturers. Buys cocoa beans from
Ivory Coast and has processing facilities there.

RESPONSE: The company's director of
corporate quality, Willy Geraerts, said he could
not guarantee w his customers thar its cocoa
beans were not harvested by slave children.

“When the cocoa comes o us, iris sucha
lopg chain, and before it gets (o us. con-
trolled by middlemen along the way. [ don't

think that any company t0-
day .. can give this guarap-
tee,” he said ~“Whar we
don’t conmol we cannot
guaraniee.”

Barry Callebaut is work-
ing with its wade group, the
European Cocoa Associa-
dom, to study the problem
and find a soludon.

COMPANY: Blommer
Chocelate Co. of East
Greenville, Fa, Chicago
{where it’s headquartered)
and San Francisco.

ROLE: One of the top
five American processors
of cocoa -beans. ‘Supplies
cocoa -and™ chocoiate:- to -
manufacturers such as Her-
shey, Mars and Nestle, as
well as smaller fnanufactur-
ers throughout the country.

of which it is 2 member.
':{.- oe
" COMPANY: v Barry Callebant of Montreal;
Swedesboro, NJ.; St. Albans, Vt; and Zuich,
Swirzerdand (where it's héadaquartered).

Could not be determined if
it uses Ivory Coast cocoa
RESPONSE: A company official, who did
not want his name used. would not answer
questions about slav:rv orBlomma’ s source..

of cocoa”
— Sumana Chatrerjee



- has been harvesting
~ cocoa foralmosta year
with no pay. In the off-
season, he's forced to
work on rice and com .
fields. If he's fortunate
enough to go home, he
said, he would never
retum to Ivory Coast.
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